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The Influence of Democracy on the Japanese Diplomatic Theories
in the 1920s: The Case of ‘National Diplomacy’

by
SAXAI Kazuomi

The social movement demanding the democratization of Japan intensified
during the decade of the 1920s. Under the influence of this movement, an
argument arose over whether foreign policy should proceed on a democratic
basis. This article aims to consider the logic of the arguments for the
democratization of foreign policy and the limits of that logic based on Shinobu
Junpei's ‘kokumin gaikoron (theory of national diplomacy) as it appeared in
Gaikd jiho. Shinobu argued that the goal of national diplomacy was the support
for foreign policy by the consolidated general power of the people. However,
Shinobu opposed the direct reflection of the will of an ignorant public on the
determination of foreign policy. His interest in the democratization of the
political system was consequently weak. Moreover, intellectuals who prized
democracy were unable to mount effective counterarguments when the
populace demanded an ethnocentric foreign policy. The reason for this was the
ambiguity of the distinction between the nation-state (kokumin) and the ethnic
group (minzoku), and in creating a democratic nation state (kokumin kokka), the
unity of the people (kokumin t0gd) based on the ethnic group (minzoku) was
considered mnecessary. Yoshino Sakuzd, a leading advocate of “Taisho
democracy,” promoted the movement for democracy in international relations
(kokusai minshu shugi), advancing the theory of national diplomacy even
further. He argued that the masses desired the development of international
democracy and that diplomacy should thus be left to the people. However,
Yoshino also lamented the naivety of the masses when they supported a foreign
policy that differed from his own ideals, but he was unable to go beyond such
regrets and propose a concrete policy in response. International democracy was
understood as advancing hand-in-hand with the democratization of diplomacy.
As a consequence, when the national diplomacy that had been advocated by the
elites approached it own limits, internationalism, i e. the principle of
international cooperation (kokusai kyachd shugi) was also made to confront its
own limitations.
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