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o 19511 | 29.880| 62.419| 139.595| 209,594 | 344,106
bIoT 7R (53.1%) | (108.9%) | (123.6%) | (50.1%) | (64.2%)
. 32 767|  61.195| 130.719| 350.934| 491.654| 607,545
bInsvE (86.8%) | (113.6%) | (168.5%) | (40.1%) | (23.6%)
. 47082 | 70.381| 116,493 | 206.402| 274.947 | 404.458
/TN (49.5%) | (65.5%) | (77.2%) | (33.2%) | (47.1%)

il : Garza, Gustavo (coord) La Ciudad de México en el fin del segundo milenio, El Colegio de
México/ GDF: México, D. F., 2000, p. 248, p. 540, p. 560, p. 566, p. 592, p. 598, p. 612, p. 625, p.

639. / 1I Conteo de Poblacion y Vivienda 2005, INEGL
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The Nativos of the Former Indigenous Villages in Mexico City

*

in Relation to the Definition of “Indigenous Peoples’
by
ZENNO Miho

There are many former indigenous villages located within Mexico City. Their
number is said to total 291. These former settlements of indigenous people are
today urban neighborhoods in which newcomers with no ties to the place as
well as the original inhabitants reside. Living together with others in these
circumstances, the original inhabitants began to call themselves nafivos.
Although the term mafivos shares the same roots with the English term
“natives”, it does not mean indigenous peoples, but is used to mean “those who
were born in the area”. The nativos call the inhabitants who have moved into the
area avecindados or residentes.

The nativos have their own social organization and sense of values that are
similar to those of the people of an indigenous village in the State of Oaxaca
whom the author has previously investigated. In regard to ritual ceremonies in
particular, such as Catholic festivals or fiestas and funerals at local cemeteries,
they have privileges as well as a strong sense of duty. Nevertheless, the nativos
of the former indigenous villages of Mexico City are not called indigenas by
others nor do they call themselves that.

From the late 1990’s, however, they have begun to be called originarios, and in
recent years, the term originarios is more commonly used for self-reference by
the nativos of various former indigenous villages of the capital. The word is
rarely used when they are conscious of newcomers, residentes, but it is utilized
when they need to appeal for their right to maintain or strengthen their
tradition, culture and the use of their communal land. In other words,eriginarios
is more a political term that has been applied by the nativos when addressing
others outside their residential area, such as government officials and
governmental or academic associations. The appellation originarios provides a
sense of legitimacy and a positive connotation in Mexico. The word indigenas
contains on the other hand a negative image that is often linked with “poverty”,
“ignorance”, and “exploited people”.

In terms of definition, as it is clear from this case study, both the words
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nativos and originarios are not associated with any ethnic group in Mexico. In
the face of statistics, they are “citizens” of the Mexico City and the United
Mexican States. The “classification” of indigenous peoples as well as ethnic
groups are not defined essentially by their traditions or culture, but historically
constructed, depending on the social circumstances and who constitutes “the
other.”
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