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The Kokuzo System and the Taika Reformation: The Structure of
Local Government prior to the Taika Reforms

by
KitA Yasuhiro

This study examines the form of regional organization that predated the
establishment of kyd §F (districts that were called kdr7) under Emperor Kotoku
by analyzing the regulations on gun £ (districts also read ko7:) that appear in
imperial edicts of the Taika Reformation.

Regional organization in the period prior to the Taika Reformation can be
reconstructed, revealing that there were two basic types of regional
government organization. The first basic type of rule was the public rule of
provinces that constituted a national government system, which consisted of
two forms: system A) which was made up of i.) kokuzd E3E, regional chiefs
also called kuni no miyatsuko, it) agata no inaki VAFRIE, headmen, and #77)
kokkamin EZKE, the local population who were citizens of the state; and
system B) which was made up of 7.) banzé $3#, supervisors also called tomo no
miyatsuko, who headed the various miyake .8 (estates under direct control of
the Court) and #7.) public laborers called bemin ER. The second basic type of
regional organization, based on private domains called yake (manor), can be
called system C, and it consisted of ¢) ¢ =, royalty, shin B, ministers also
called omi, ren 3, group leaders also called muraji and banzo and it.) ny@bu A
#B8 and bekyoku ¥FMi, private retainers.

The system of rule labeled A was formed in two stages: (1) the pre-kokuzo
system 7 VEIERH of religious rule from the 5th century onward that was
based on the holy lineage wake B, and (2) kokushi-kokuzd system [EF]EE R
under which local rule was carried out by a prefect, called kokusai EZE, a
provincial governor also called mikotomochi, who was dispatched from the
central government since the end of the 6th century.

The system of ten headmen & (shidaozhi, Jpns. ji-inaki) and eighty
households N+ (bashilu, Jpns. hachijii-ko), which is seen in the Suishu FE3E,
is also a legacy of the system of the kokwuzé organization of territory of the
former stage. The dispatch of the kokusai (mikotomochi) in the eighth month
was part of a new system of cyclical regional inspections that required these
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regional officials return and assemble at the court (chashi #1%E) during the
second month. This system is thought to have been established in the western
provinces by the time of the reign of Emperor Suiko and expanded to cover the
eastern and home provinces at the time of the Taika Reformation.

The regional systems of rule B and C differed in the sense that the former was
public and the latter private, but they both traced their origin to the miyake
established within the territory of the kokuzg, and both were organized into
sixty households.

The edicts of the Taika Reformation that stipulated the establishment of the
gun incorporated systems B and C with A in the kokuzd territory, and employed
a numerical conversion of anomalous regional organization of dual systems of
sixty or eighty households into a unified system of i B (settlements also called
sato). The establishment of the gun (written £ or #F) was primarily intended as
the principle vehicle in implementing a new fifty-household system of
organization. The system of provincial government prior to the Taika
Reformation, which can be reconstructed from the edicts of the Reforms that
stipulated the formation of the gun, corresponds with the theory of Sonoda Kéyi
HHZE# who saw the dual structure of tax systems of the ritsuryd state as
traceable to the period prior to the Taika Reformation.

A Tentative Study of International Cooperation between
the Korean and Taiwanese National Movements
during the Colonial Period, Focusing on Its Origins
and Transformation Process during the Initial Stage

by

ONO Yasuteru

Among the studies of the national movements in Korea and Taiwan during
colonial period there have been some studies that pay attention to the
relationship between social movements in imperial Japan and China, which a
major place of asylum, but these studies have seldom touched on the
relationship between the national movements of Korea and Taiwan. The
historical reality of the relationship thus remains unclear. The purpose of this
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