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An Introduction to a Theory on the Compilation of the Nihon shoki
by
SASAKAWA Naoki

The study of the compilation of the Nihon shoki (Chronicles of Japan) has
been carried on for centuries. In recent times attempts at clarifying the issue
have been conducted in various disciplines and have not been restricted to
history. Nevertheless, there are no primary sources that provide concrete
accounts of the process, and one can detect a tendency to slip haphazardly
into arbitrary interpretations. As a result, the only remaining method is to
take an internal approach, making a comparative analysis of events
described in the work in order to clarify the issue.

Grounded firmly on this understanding, this article begins with the
annotation to the entry for the third month of Kinmei 2 (541) in the main
account of the imperial biography with the aim of elucidating an aspect of
the historical facts concerning the compilation of the Nikon shoki and also
the dating of the start of the compilation process of the Nihon shoki.

The annotations for the third month of Kinmei 2 indicate that when
confronted with the problem of determining the legitimacy of multiple
lineages of imperial offspring, the compilers of the Nikon shoki adopted the
policy of noting them in the main section and accompanying annotations.
However, the problem is that these passages that correspond to an
explanatory note, or legend, for the Nihon shoki inexplicably first appear in
the 19th fascicle. When looking through the Nihon shoki, one can see
multiple lineages of imperial offspring are taken up prior to the 19th fascicle.
Thus it would seem appropriate for those explanatory passages to have been
appended to the places were the multiple imperial lineages were first
addressed. Then, in considering why this sort of annotation was attached to
the record of Kinmei’s reign, it can be surmised that it was because these
variant opinions that were incorporated in this work were the most
numerous. Presumably, the compilers of the Nihon shoki, having the
opportunity to create a fascicle devoted to lineages, must have grasped the
fact that a lineage of the offspring of Kinmei would have been the most
numerous. That being the case, it can be surmised that it is reason the
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passages that are equivalent of explanatory notes of the Nihon shoki were
included in the 19th fascicle.

In addition, one can deduce the fact that the compilers of the Nihon shoki
strove as much as possible to include only the lineage with the strongest
possibility of being correct in the main section (although there were some
exceptions) when including multiple lineages of imperial offspring.

Finally, regarding the period of the compilation of the Nihon shoki, it can
be said that the general understanding has been that it was carried out
intermittently over a lengthy period from the reign of Emperor Shému to
that of Shogen. However, the multiple lineages of imperial offspring in the
entry for the second month, tsuchinoe-tora, of Tenchi 7 (668) of the Nikon
shoki, cannot be neglected as long as one pursues this problem. Judging from
the form of these lineages, it is possible to discern that there arose confusion
among the compilers of the Nikon shoki regarding whether Prince Takeru
should be included. Nevertheless, in regard to the problem of Prince Takeru,
it could have easily been solved by consulting his elder sister Jité.
Ultimately, it can be made clear that the 27th fascicle, which includes the
lineage concerned with Takeru, was edited after the death of Jitd in the 12th
month of Taihd 2 (702). In addition, concerning two records from the close of
the 7th century that have heretofore been thought to be related to the
compilation of the Nihon shoki, it would be more prudent to consider them
separately to understand the problem. As a result, weighing these factors in
terms of the compilation of the Nihon shoki, the work should probably be
judged as having been begun under rubric of the Taihd legal system.

Tokugawa leyasu's Policies toward the Temples
during the Keich6 Era

by
HAYASHI Akihiro

Since the time of Tsuji Zennosuke, the early-modern policy toward
Buddhist temples has been understood in terms of control by the shogunal
regime. In contrast, Somada Yoshio argued that policy toward the temples
was a passive one premised on maneuvering by the temples and denied that
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