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legal domicile, which indicates that a convict did not have a household
registration. The objects of the compilation of household registrations were
people residing in the villages, and because convicts were banished from the
village, they also had to be erased from the household record. It can be
surmised that the place of conviction instead became the location where an
individual’s records were kept. In short, the control of individuals during the
period of the Qin-Han empire relied in great measure on registers and the
communication system. Because various kinds of registers were compiled
relentlessly, and a system of efficient communication was constructed , the
control of individuals could be carried out across the far-flung empire.

The System of Rule in the Regions of Hexi and Foreign Policy
during the Period of Dou Rong

by
NOGUCHI Yu

Records on wooden slips from the period of the rule of Dou Rong &l in
Hexi, which have not been sufficiently studied, have been used to
reconstruct the system of the Former Han Dynasty. This is a result of a
failure to sufficiently study the unique character of the rule during the Dou
Rong period. This article examines in three sections the system of rule in
Hexi during the Dou Rong period as well as its structure and character.

In the first section, I emphasize the circumstances of the founding of the
regime established by Dou Rong and the social circumstances in Hexi. I
demonstrate the following two points in my examination. First, I show that
the regime established by Dou Rong was a regime that emphasized military
affairs based on the military system of the Former Han. Second, I show that
the Hexi regions ruled by Dou Rong were saddled by two problems-that of
population increase and that of economic turmoil.

In the second section, I place special attention to the re-organization of the
military and administrative structure of the system of rule established by
Dou Rong. As a result, I was able to demonstrate the following three points.
First, I demonstrate that during the Dou Rong period the office of the chief
commandant #XEF, which had been a subordinate office under the office of
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the governor K5F/fF, came under the jurisdiction of the office of the general-
in-chief KIFENF, the office occupied by Dou Rong. Secondly, I show that
during the Dou Rong period the office of general-in-chief succeeded in
suppressing the authority of the office of governor in matters concerned
with the military and personnel. Thirdly, in contrast to the successful
concentration of power in the office of the general-in-chief, I demonstrate
that it was necessary to obtain the cooperation of the office of governor in
regard to administration. As a result, I clarify that in contrast to the
successful concentration of authority by the office of the general-in-chief in
terms of military and personnel matters, it was not in fact able to complete
the concentration of authority over political administration.

In the third section, I chiefly consider the foreign policy of the regime
established by Dou Rong. I view the subjugation of the regime established
by Dou Rong to the Later Han Dynasty as ground breaking. In the third
section I demonstrate the following three points. First, I show that prior to
the 29™ year of the Common Era, the Hexi regions were not under the rule
of Kuixiaolf#, and that Dou Rong ruled in Hexi. Secondly, I demonstrate
that Hexi under the rule of Dou Rong by receiving the protection of the
Later Han Dynasty, attempted to construct a stable relationship with the
regions west of China. Thirdly, I show also that after the year 29, Dou Rong
made the personnel decisions of the high-ranking officials of the Hexi
regions, and Dou Rong also created the laws. As a result I clarify the fact
that the office of general-in-chief whose top post was held by Dou Rong
maintained rule over the Hexi regions after the year 29 and not prior to it.

Through these considerations in the three sections, I confirmed that the
system and structure of rule over Hexi that was established by Dou Rong
was strikingly different from that of the Former Han Dynasty. Then, I
propose that it will be impossible to reconstruct the system of the Former
Han Dynasty using the wooden slips of the Dou Rong period without
studying them sufficiently.
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