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Tokusei T8¥2 and Local Society in the Sengoku Period:
A Re-examination of Historical Sources on Zaichi Tokusei 7EHifELL

by
OKOCHI Yusuke

Based on a rereading of basic historical sources on zaickhi tokuse: (local
debt moratoria), this article clarifies how people in local society responded to
the tokusei (cancellation of debts and sales contracts) that were frequently
issued during the Sengoku period.

Seta Katsuya who examined the documents known as sashioki-jo of J6ganji
in Ichishi-gun in Qyamato-gd in Ise, saw the powerful landed warrior class
implement a fokusei in the gé (district), which was their territory, and
argued that such local, firmly limited fokusei, ie., the zaichi tokusei, existed
on a broad scale during the Sengoku period. This theory of zaichi tokusei
appears to have become the scholarly consensus for a time, but criticism was
leveled at the theory with the critics arguing that it was not possible to
infer the implementation of the tokusei by the landed warriors on the basis
of the sashioki-jo. Nevertheless, sashioki-jo are particularly difficult to
interpret documents, and opinion is still divided over what can be read from
the saishioki-jo. Thus this article attempts a re-examination of the sashioki-
7o.

In the first section, I make a careful study of the wording of the sashiok:-
76 and confirm what data can be gleaned from the documents. This is that it
is a historical fact that the landed warriors of Oyamato-g6 received offerings
upon request and issued sashioki-jo to insure rights to land that had been
rented or purchased by contract. One cannot interpret these sashioki-jg as
indicating that they served as a direct opportunity sought by the landed
warriors or that landed warriors implemented fokusel and that disputes over
tokuse: based on honshuken Z<EME (right of residency) took place, as has
been indicated by earlier scholarship. Moreover, I point out that honshuken
referred to the latent right of return by the former owner.

Next, in the second section I broaden my sights to encompass the province
of Ise, in which Oyamato-g6 was located, and collect and examine examples
of tokusei, considering the background to the issuance of sashioki-jo. In Ise
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during the Sengoku period, the Kitabatake and other leading clans such as
the Nagano and Oda issued tfokusei orders in specific areas (zaisho betsu) and
over wide areas based on their autonomous policies and the exercise of
opportunities, and disturbances broke out over the fokusei in the area around
Ise Shrine. Thus it can be said that in particular the people of the territory
of southern Ise, which was property of the Kitabatake, were intimately
involved with the fokusei. This is directly indicated for example by the
appearance and increasing number of fokusei tanpo mongo (passages
assuring security against fokusei) in bills of sale in Ise province, and one sees
that a significant percentage of the people in the environs of Ise Shrine were
conscious of the fokusei in developing a policy for the fokuses. It is difficult
to imagine that this situation and Oyamato-gd6 were unrelated, and
considering the relationship between Oyamato-go and the Kitabatake clan,
the probability is great that the people of Oyamato-gdo were wary of the
tokuser, and chiefly the fokusei ordered by the Kitabatake. It is as a result of
this that the sashioki-jd appeared.

Then in the third and fourth sections I examine renken (a series of
connected documents) that include sashioki-jé that have hardly gained the
attention of previous scholarship. Attesting the actions of the people
involved with the saskioki-jo, 1 deduce the significance of the sashioki-jo.
First, the issuance of the sashioki-jo by the landed warriors of Oyamato-go
was the result of the seeking of powerful assurance of the tokusei tanpo
mongon regarding their rights to commended and purchased property by
the financier Kishida and Joganji who were wary of the threat posed by the
tokusei. In regards to the above-mentioned commended property, it appears
at first glance to be unrelated to the fokuser that cancelled debts and sales
contracts, but in fact purchased land was often commended and was exposed
to the threat of the fokusei. In addition, the issuance of these tokusei meant
the lending by the financier Kishida and religious ceremonies by J6ganji
such as memorial and pre-mortem funerary rites were maintained. In other
words, we can find the significance of the sashioki-io in the face of turmoil in
the economic state of Oyamato-gé and disorder in the religious sphere in
responding to frequently issued fokusei. Furthermore, I have been able to
prove the fact that the issuers of these sashioki-jo, the tokuseish# (the landed
warriors), and the robunshi (the leadership of the landed warriors), who had
fought to preserve the rights of the landed warriors, sustained the order of
Oyamato-go on multiple levels.

In short, the essential character of the sashioki-jé is found in the fact that
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they were a practice that attempted to maintain the social order in local
society by coping with the fokuseir and not that they were zaichi tokusei. In
the future it is necessary to analyze other examples of zaichi tokusei and
examine the validity of the zaichi tokusei theory. On the other hand, as
regards the practice of coping with the fokusei that has been deduced in this
article, further examples must be uncovered. If the study of both the fokuser
and the response to fokusei proceed together, the portrayal of the Sengoku
period, during which they were frequently issued, will undoubtedly become
clearer.
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