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that the Nanajunoto (Seven-storey pagoda) of the Mutsu Provincial
Monastery was destroyed by the massive 869 (Jogan 11) Mutsu Earthquake.

It can be assumed that the Mutsu Provincial Monastery and the Mutsu
Provincial Nunnery were reconstructed through the cooperation of many
gunji (district managers) in Mutsu Province, as they had been at the time of
their founding. And this manner differed from the reconstruction of
structures at the Tagajo Fort Site

As a result of the Great East Japan Earthquake, study of the Great Mutsu
Earthquake and Tsunami of Jogan 11 (869) began to be fully advanced in
various fields. To discover the reality of the Great Mutsu Earthquake and
Tsunami of Jogan 11 (869), interdisciplinary research in a variety of closely
related fields—archeology, ancient history, seismology, geomorphology and
tsunami engineering—are needed. To perform this task, it is necessary to
discover the reality of the Great Mutsu Earthquake and Tsunami of Jogan 11
(869) in each area of study at the outset. This paper is one attempt in
preparation for such interdisciplinary collaborative research.

Muromachi-period Disasters and Ise Jingi
by
YAMADA Y4ji

At Ise Jingi, a mausoleum (sobyd) of the imperial progenitor, prayers were
conducted whenever orders for such prayers, which had been issued by the
court or the bakufu, were received. The orders were issued by the
authorities whenever disasters or uncanny events occurred somewhere in
Japan. From the time in the 9th century, when the national policy for
responding to uncanny events was established, until the Muromachi period,
when mysterious phenomena would occur at Ise JingG—trees within the
precincts would topple, or the roof of the main shrine building would be
smashed by falling trees; these would be deemed uncanny events and
reported to the imperial court. The court would then investigate for
precedents, have officials of the Jingikan (Office for Worship of Native
Divinities) and the Onmyorydé (Bureau of the Ying-Yang Practitioners)
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conduct divinations, called Konrd no miura, to determine the cause, and
report on possible evil omens of future reoccurrences. Then, on the bases of
these reports, high-ranking nobles would conduct exorcisms in an attempt to
cope with these uncanny events. When the Konré no miura divinations were
rendered, the result was often “a violation of the native kami; an impure
pollution,” and in response offerings to the shrine or repairs of the main
shrine building would be carried out. Uncanny events were thought to be
representation of the kami's intent, i.e. the divine will, and throughout
medieval society, the state attempted to prevent crises before they arose by
interpreting these signs.

Medieval Japan was a divine country, and as was recorded in the Go
seibai shikimoku legal codes, it was thought that, “the authority of the kami
was increased by the respect of the people, and the fortune of the people
was multiplied by the virtue of the kami” Thus it was a particularly
important task to preserve the purity of the shrine and have rites conducted
continuously. By maintaining the shrine in good condition and preserving its
purity, the kami could exercise its power, pollution could be avoided, and if
by chance one were to become polluted, the polluted location would be
excised, and the grave response of ceasing rites could be carried out.

Because it was thought divine authority was reduced when uncanny
events and disasters occurred or the main shrine building was damaged, it
was necessary to repair and rebuild the main shrine building and keep it in
a pure state. The main shrine building at Ise Jingh was completely rebuilt
and transferred (semgii) “once every twenty years” (shikinen) as a national
project, but if the main shrine building was damaged in the interim, the
divine spirit was transferred to a temporary shrine, and when the main
shrine building was repaired, the divine spirit was returned. Thus a
temporary-shrine transfer was employed as a measure to cope with the
problem. The appearance of frequent use of temporary-shrine transfers in
the medieval period was not due to a rise in sense of reverence, nor more
frequent disasters, nor a decline in the level of technical skills needed to
transfer the shrine, nor the impossibility of obtaining suitable materials, but
was most likely due instead to an increasing consciousness of the uncanny
and of pollution as well as a rising consciousness of the necessity of
preserving the purity of the shrine precincts and maintaining the shrine
itself in a proper state.

Comparing the number of uncanny events that occurred at Ise Jingl with
the number at other shrines, it is clear that the number at Ise, along with
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that of such events at Iwashimizu Hachimangi, was particularly high, which
was a result of the fact that the two shrines were sébyd, mausoleums for
imperial ancestors, who protected the nation. Then, a special characteristic
of the uncanny events at Ise JingG was that damage to the main shrine
building was considered an uncanny event and reported to the state. The
replacement of the shrine was ultimately the responsibility of the state, and
it differed from other shrines in this respect, and thus damage to the shrine
building was treated as an uncanny event and immediately reported to the
state. However, in the latter half of the Muromachi period, even if there was
a report of uncanny events, the response of an immediate transfer to a
temporary shrine could not be carried out due to the paucity of state funds.

I have clarified above that disasters were not natural phenomena but
divine will during the medieval period, and that it was though necessary to
fathom the divine intentions in order to placate them and prevent additional
crises. Further, I surmise that as Ise Jingli was a core institution capable of
detecting uncanny events of national consequence, in the case of damage to
the main shrine building, there was a need to maintain the shrine in proper
condition by employing a temporary-shrine transfer as was used in the
regular shikinen sengi.

The London Earthquake and Divine Punishment
by
KUSUNOKI Yoshihiko

On April 6, 1580 a great earthquake occurred at lat. 51.060° N. and long.
1.6000° E., which is located in the Strait of Dover where a number of
powerful earthquakes struck. This earthquake is quite famous and usually
called the London Earthquake. Its intensity was estimated at a magnitude of
58 with a depth of 22km in the UK Historical Earthquake Database of the
BGS. It shook the British Isles and the continental Europe.

The definition of ‘disaster’ in the sixteenth century meant ‘an unfavourable
aspect of a star or planet’ in English, not a calamity (OED). The meaning of
calamity as disaster appeared in the later Elizabethan Age, but in this case
it meant a misfortune associated with an ominous aspect of the stars. The
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