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GexcTBMSA, B 4YaCTHOCTM 3acyxa, ['paXpaHckas BOWHAa, paspylIeHMe
KPeCcTbIHCKMX XO34WCTB W3-3a IIPOBEeHEHMA CypOBOW IPOHPasBepCTKY,
HeOOIIeHKa pasMepa M MacinTabos Hagsuraromericss Tparemt. Ho cenyer
r1oBaBuTe uTO OmMOOUHEIEe OTBeTHBIe MepompuATHUa COBEeTCKOTO
NpaBUTENIECTBA, HECOMHEHHO, YBeIWWWIM XXepTBEl rojioma. B camom mere
Hepoccurickue mHepudepwy, Kak bammkupus, Uysamickas obrmacTes u T.[I.
Hapsgy ¢ IloBo/DKbeM B BBICHIEVI CTeNEHW CWIBHO ITOCTPafali OT 3acyXu
1921 r. w cIemoBaTelbHO TaM Tparedus ObUla camovt ocTtpoit. M tam
SHAUYMUTETBHYIO ITOMOIIh TONAJAOIIMM OKa3any 3apyOexHble OparoTBoIbHbIE
OpraHv3aIliy, MCKIEoUnTesHo APA, KOToprle GbUIM BBIHYXIHEL paboTaTh C
HeposepueM oT COBETCKOrO IIpaBUTENBbCTBA. B 3TOV CTaThe W3IIOXKEHO
coslaBlIeecsl IIOTOKeHWe Bemey romoga 1921-1922 rr. mpwu ycomosum
BBEICHWS HaIa.

The Geographical Space of Evacuation: A Record of Field
Experience and Practices from the Multiple Disasters of 2011
in Northeastern Japan

by
ODA Takashi

This study discusses the geographical space of evacuation and
displacement in northeastern Japan following the multiple disasters caused
by the Great East Japan Earthquake (magnitude 9.0) on March 11, 2011 from
the viewpoint of the author as a geographer who has personal connections
with the affected areas. The author grew up in Iwaki City, Fukushima
Prefecture, an area that was affected by multiple predicaments, including the
damaging effects of the earthquake, the tsunami, and the accidents of
Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant. Some of the author's family
members had to evacuate their home temporarily, and they spent time with
him and other relatives in Tokyo. Additionally, the author spent many years
in Sendai City, Miyagi Prefecture, during his undergraduate and graduate
years.

Drawing on such personal experience and previous academic interests in
migration, displacement, and education for children in the discipline of
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geography, the author engaged in personal and academic practices to assist
in the response to and recovery of the affected areas. The author is, on the
one hand, an insider who has strong personal ties to those affected, and on
the other, a fieldworker, and hence, an outsider, who was required to
document phenomena scientifically and objectively, to examine the disaster.

First, following more than 100 days of field experience in Tohoku during
the first year of the recovery efforts, which began in March 2011, the author
describes his field experience in the affected areas by looking back at the
early days when he first set foot in the coastal communities hit by the
tsunami. Then, the article focuses on the situations of the evacuations in and
outside of Iwaki City, Fukushima Prefecture, and describes what it was like
at one evacuation shelter. In addition, based on interviews and
“participatory” observations obtained while the author accompanied his
family members during their evacuation, the article details a voluntary
evacuation. The study is based on documentation compiled through
interviews, participation, and mapping. Moreover, it discusses the importance
of geo-spatial information, knowledge, and geographical imagination in crises
of communications as one of the lessons learned from the panic and
miscommunication observed in Iwaki City and other areas around the
radiation security zones.

The study also looks at the state of evacuees in the long term, particularly
that of the Fukushima natives accompanied by children. Spatial analyses
conducted by visualization of the phenomenon using GIS (Geographic
Information Systems) describe the scale and space of migration of the
evacuees of Fukushima, to show the spatial impacts of displacement and
relocation. More particularly, the possible reasons why those students who
suddenly had to relocate themselves away from their familiar neighborhoods
found themselves in unstable learning environments are investigated.

The author discusses the idea that in times of disaster, the
geographer/fieldworker, as a stranger, can bridge the gaps between the
people in the affected area and those who are far away from it. Geographers
can inspire those who are outside the disaster area to mobilize their
geographical imaginations to become psychologically close to and empathize
with those who have been hit by disasters. Such imaginings of the affected
zones could be used to replace unnecessary or harmful rumors and
miscommunications with active and accurate individual understandings and
analyses of the risks of the disasters. Geographical imagining could also
possibly lead outsiders to take actions to aid those in need, across borders,
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much like what was observed in the efforts made by global citizens for
Tohoku from afar.
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