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A Study on the Diffusion and Reception
of Chinese and Japanese Poetry
of the “Eight Views of Omi”

by

KAJIl Kosuke

In the Edo period, knowledge about the “Eight Views of Omi” ¥iTAE
(Omi hakkei) spread through society by way of written works in the form of
manuscripts and printed books. Such information was received by people of
various regions and social strata became common knowledge. In this article I
clarify the process of the diffusion of the “Eight Views of Omi” as a topic of
Chinese and Japanese poetry. The “Eight Views of Omi” refers to eight
beautiful scenes near southern Lake Biwa, “The autumn moon at Ishiyama
temple” A 1LUFK A, “Evening glow at Seta” #iH 4 [#, “The weather clearing
at Awazu” FEHES B, “Returning sails at Yabase” Z4%5J& N, “The evening
bell at Mii temple” = B4, “Night rain at Karasaki” B I§ 7% ¥, “Geese
descending at Katata” BEH %, “Snow on Mt. Hira at sunset” JLRESE, that
were based on the “Eight Views of the Xiao and Xiang Rivers” #i#fl/\R in
China.

In the early 17th century, the court noble Nobutada Konoe JTfiff2F, who
was a central figure of the imperial court salon, composed Japanese poetry
on the “Eight Views of Omi,” and in the mid-17th century, a Zen Buddhist
monk Gyokushitu Soboku T Z5%#E, who played an active part in the literary
circles of the Five Mountains F 1, composed Chinese poetry on the “Eight
Views of Omi.” This Chinese and Japanese poetry circulated in manuscript
form not only in aristocratic poetry circles # F ¥ but also in non-
aristocratic poetry circles #t T3 as exemplars that poets should consult.

Then, in the second half of the 17th century, this poetry was recorded in
the Fuso meisho shishii 32327845 of Shirdemon Yoshida 7 HIYERA AT,
a publisher in Kyoto, and the range of diffusion was greatly extended. In
addition to publishing, Yoshida also served among a lower- ranking group of
officials serving the imperial court who were called in zdshiki Fedit, and
his publishing was closely related to the court nobles. In other words,
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Shiroemon Yoshida played a role in creating a circuit that extended imperial
court culture into society.

I have been able to confirm that the Fusd meisho shishii was found in the
libraries of cultured people and scholars in various regions, but even more
significant is the fact there exist many examples of the works of writers of
other genres that quote the Chinese and Japanese poetry found in the Fusd
meisho shishi. In this way, this Chinese and Japanese poetry on the “Eight
Views of Omi” spread through the world of printed books, and this can be
confirmed by their appearance as topics in gazetteers and novels, and
various other publications including ukiyoe prints, and by the fact that they
appeared in entertainments such as kabuki or joruri and other genres
including crafts and clothing. In addition, after the 18th century, articles
about this poetry began to appear in books that conveyed basic knowledge
and culture necessary for everyday life, such as orai-mono #¥¥ (epistolary
textbooks) and the Sefsuyoshi Hifi4E (a Japanese-language dictionary), and
they were also used as exemplars in teaching materials at private elementa-
ry schools in various parts of Japan.

Through the above examination, I have drawn an intellectual map of the
structure and circulation of Edo-period book culture that extended from the
top levels of the imperial court down to the lowest ranks of children doing
writing practice.

I have been able to point out various trends that influenced the “Eight
Views of Omi” becoming common knowledge among many Japanese people.
As an example, the southern part of Lake Biwa in Omi became a sightseeing
spot as a result of the increasing number of tourists who sought to see the
“Eight Views of Omi” and, in addition, inspired by admiration of Omli,
cultured persons in other regions discovered new versions of the eight views
in their own regions.
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