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The Historical Significance of the Enjoji-ryo:
A Turning Point in the Sanryo
(Imperial-Tomb) System
of the Ritsuryo State

by
KUROHA Ryota

Through an analysis of the sanryo ILFE system of imperial tombs, this
article attempts to comprehend a change that took place in the rifsuryo
kokka (national state based on legal codes) during the Heian period.

In regard to the sanryo system of the Heian period, there are hardly any
specific references, particularly later than the Ewngi-shiki when reliable
historical sources become rare. The little research that has been conducted
has been on the sanryd as sites of cremation or on their neglect as locations
for imperial remains, thus the issues were not uncommon.

However, as this article makes clear, the location of the remains was
important during the Heian period and possessed a particular political signif-
icance. Moreover, as the sanryd were imperial tombs, the remains were
precisely the essence of the sanryo. In other words, in order to analyze the
sanryd of the Heian period, sufficient attention must be turned to where the
remains of emperors were located.

If one focuses carefully on this point when examining the issue of imperial
tombs, an important change becomes evident. That was the phenomenon of a
shift in the location from the senryd to within a temple hall, i.e. inside a
building. If the location of imperial remains are understood to constitute
imperial tombs, the fact that the sanryé were coming to an end means that
new “temple-tombs” were being established. In this article, I have attempted
to encompass the meaning of the new style of imperial tomb with the term
temple-tomb (jiryd 57 BE). The sanryé was a tomb where imperial remains
were buried, it was called by the name of the location, and the management
of tombs was conducted by the »vako BEFT (tomb guardians) established by
the ritsuryé state. In contrast, the special characteristics of the temple-tomb
were that the imperial remains were placed within a temple, that it was
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called by the temple's name, and, as a matter of course, that it was managed
by the temple.

The earliest case of an imperial tomb that perfectly fits these characteris-
tics is the Jobodai-in-ryo of Emperor Shirakawa. Nevertheless, the focus of
this article is the imperial tombs that were called by temple names and that
can be confirmed as having existed prior to Emperor Shirakawa (Jobodai-in-
ryo). These are the imperial tombs from the Enj6ji-ryo of Emperor Ichijo to
the Nochi-no-Enky0ji-ry6 of Emperor Horikawa. These imperial tombs were
like the temple-tombs in that the remains were placed in temple buildings,
but they were somewhat different in that the remains were removed after a
period of time and reinterred in a burial ground. However, it is clear that
these imperial tombs, like the temple tombs, were managed by the temples,
and they can be situated in history as from the pre-temple-tomb stage. In
other words, the turning point in the establishing temple tombs as the new
style of imperial tomb was the Enjoji-ryé of Emperor Ichijo.

What then is the most noteworthy difference between the tombs after the
Enjoji-ryd and the sanryd that preceded them? The difference is surely how
they were managed. This difference is most directly represented by the
ceremonies performed at the site of the imperial tomb. The sanrys were
managed by the »yoko, and the ryoko prepared the rituals at the sanrys. In
contrast, in the case of temple tombs and pre-temple tombs, Buddhist monks
fulfilled that role. In short, the management of the imperial tombs shifted
from the »voko to the temples, and the turning point was the Enj6ji-ryo of
Emperor Ichij6.

This change in the sanryd system marked by the groundbreaking estab-
lishment of the Enjoji-ryd is definitely not insignificant. The sanryo were
imperial tombs and were managed by the local »vdko communities and
Mausolea Office of the central bureaucracy. This was a microcosm of the
composition of 7itsuryo state composed of the public and private and
bureaucratic systems over which the emperor was sovereign. This being the
case, the approach of the end of the samryd system surely signaled the
ritsuryo state would meet the same fate.

It can be understood from the Enjoji-ryd of Emperor Ichijd, which was
established at the beginning of the 11™ century, that a turning point was
reached in the shift from the ancient zitsuryé state to the medieval period.
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