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Structure and Development of the Dispute over the
Jodo Shinshid’s Tradition of “No Reverence for Other Gods”
in Early Modern Japan

by

KOBAYASHI Junji

From the mid 18" century onward, in the areas of Jodo Shinshd
dominance, where True Pure Land sect temples outnumbered those of other
sects, in the San'in region, it was popular for the Shinshi montd (adherents)
to form local organizations of the faithful known as koyori ko that were
active in inviting Shinsh@ monks to preach to them. At the about the same
time, Shinshii monks were preaching to the faithful to observe the sect’s
tradition of “no reverence for other gods” (FpAIRIK), ie. the doctrine of
not praying to native gods or Buddhist deities other than Amida for benefit
in this world or salvation in the next, but there often arose disputes with
Shinto priests over the sect’'s tradition. Then, through the repetition of
disputes, the Shinshi@ monks devised in some localities an even more
thoroughgoing implementation of the tradition.

Likewise, from the latter half of the 18" century onward, feudal lords and
village officials attempted to control the religious activities of the people
who were becoming increasingly active, but this intervention into the
popular sphere brought to the surface disputes between competing religious
figures in their efforts to gain adherents, and instead became a source of
further discord. The frequency of such disputes engendered in these
religious figures an interest in devising of a systematic public recognition of
religious activities by feudal lords who had not previously recognized them,
and this tendency became linked as a result to triggering disputes between
religious figures over public recognition of their activities.

Particularly in areas of Shinshi dominance in the provinces of Izumo and
Iwami where priests who served shrines on a full-time basis were generally
involved in conducting rituals for many local shrines and sacred trees and to
purify household ovens, it was easy for the discord between religious figures
to manifest itself in form of disputes between Buddhist monks and Shinto
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priests over the Shinshid tradition of not revering other gods.

Rural Society in Guangdong during the Early 1920s: Chen
Jiongming’s Local Autonomy Policy in Terms of Lineage Groups

by
MIYAUCHI Hajime

In this paper, the author analyses the influence of the local autonomy
policies of Chen Jiongming (BiflBH), who was the governor of Guangdong
province in the Second Guangdong Military Government (5 " RJAFEE
J¥), on rural society and discusses the structure of rural society in
Guangdong during the early 1920s.

Research on this period has mostly focused on the opposing political
opinions of Chen and Sun Yatsen (#1l1), known as the Father of the
Nation (H &), specifically, the fact that Chen gave priority to unifying
Guangdong province over national unification, while Sun gave priority to
national unification itself. However, the author avoids these broader issues
and tries to reveal the actual conditions in Guangdong rural society at that
time by analysing the influence of Chen’s local autonomy policies on rural
society and the lineage groups (5l%) there.

In section one, the author outlines Chen’s local autonomy policies and
shows that under his influence, people initiated new autonomous
organizations with the aim of preparing and advancing local autonomy.
Interestingly, the local elites, who had been concerned with local autonomy
from the late Qing period, were deeply involved in their establishment. In
this sense, the development of local autonomy in 1920s was an extension of
the trend toward autonomy begun in the late Qing. Moreover, dominant
lineage groups had an impact on the election of the county governor (&%)
and county assemblymen (& H), who played essential roles in local
autonomy, through their participation in election campaigns. As a result of
an electoral system in which the views of the provincial governor held great
weight, a man who had contributed to the Xinhai (F#3*%) Revolution was
elected on the basis of the governor's advocacy. Nevertheless, more

(611)



