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Views of the World and Regional Conceptions in Fin de siécle
Japan: A Perspective on the Formation of the Ideas about
Foreign Relations and Regional Society by
“The Tactician of the East,” Inagaki Manjiro

by

NAKAGAWA Mirai

As the building of the infrastructure of railways, shipping, roads, the
postal services and electronic communications progressed in Japanese
society from the latter half of the decade of the 1880s into the 1890s, a
communications market that enveloped the Japanese archipelago and beyond
to the world-wide transport network was established. How did thinkers and
commentators respond to these new political, economic and cultural
circumstances? These issues are considered in this paper by taking up the
commentary of Inagaki Manjird (fHIERIKER 1861-1908) who was called The
Tactician of the East (Toho sakushi HJ7EL).

Inagaki, who was widely known as the author of Japan and the Pacific and
the Japanese View of the Eastern Question (1890) was a political commentator
and diplomat who was keenly aware of the influence of the communication
circuits that linked regional societies (the local) and the nation state of Japan
(the nation), and in addition the East Asia (the region) and the world market
(the global). The paper concentrates on Inagaki’s core theoretical concern--
the unity of the nation (kokumin [E[K) as the foundation of economic power--
and re-examines the structure of his thought in terms of the process of its
development and change. In the process of analysis, I particularly emphasize
its dissemination to local society through his active advocacy in public
speaking, the reception of Inagaki's view on the part of local society, and his
plan for regional revitalization through trade with Russian coastal provinces.

With the commencement of his public speaking in 1891, Inagaki raised the
banner of the national unity of the people. Inagaki emphasized economic
power as the foundation of the national unity and advocated the building
means of communications especially railways and maritime transport as its
foundation. Furthermore, Inagaki focused on the role of culture in national
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unity, and stressed the need to preserve unique Japanese culture to enhance
international competitiveness.

In addition, Inagaki, in his ideas on foreign relations, analyzed the shift of
the center of international politics, which revolved around the conflict
between Great Britain and Russia, to the Pacific and the formation of a broad
worldwide communications market due to a Nicaraguan canal and a trans-
Siberian railroad. For that reason, Inagaki proposed that Japan, being located
at the intersection of international politics and the world transport network,
should take advantage of that geographic characteristic and establish itself
as a nation based on commerce and trade. Inagaki’s argument received the
approval of nationalists such as Kuga Katsunan (BEfEE§) who also
emphasized national unity and the promotion of industry.

As a devise to propagate his own ideas, Inagaki conducted speaking
engagements across the entire country. There he was always conscious of
the idea of national unity through the promotion of industry and trade.
Inagaki's advocacy for the building of infrastructure such as harbors,
railways and roads, as a complement to government policy was met with
opposition from the journalists in Tokyo who were critical of the
government, but the reception of local entrepreneurs who attempted to
promote their regions was not necessarily negative. For regional society,
Inagaki’s ideas on industry, particularly the promotion of trade using a trans-
Siberian railroad was received as perfectly logical for supporting local
revival through export of local specialties and the building of harbors.
However, Inagaki who prized cultural uniqueness, was critical of, for
example, Kyoto’s attempt to revitalize the region through the modernization
of traditional industries such as that of textiles.

In addition, Inagaki’'s idea of using a trans-Siberian railway was one
impetus for the stiff competition that arose to receive government
designation as a trading port for Russian coastal provinces in regions on the
coast of the Sea of Japan such as Miyazu (B#) in Kyoto. Inagaki criticized
the disputes between the government and political parties, and the political
opposition in regional society which he thought delayed the preparation of
the infrastructure of railroads and harbors that were the foundation of
economic power and the prevented national unity, but ironically, the spread
of Inagaki's concept whose goal was national unity intensified the
confrontation and competition between regions.

Due to this fact in 1894 Inagaki came to criticize the intensification of the
political disputes concerning competition between regions and economic
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advance overseas, and he shifted the axis of his advocacy to the idea of
colonization of the Southeast Asian region. The Inagaki’s conception of
national unity through the promotion of industry had been forced to change
direction.
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