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in constructing a systematic ancestral legend that provided the religious
order for the rule of their territory.

Characteristics and Changes in the Management of Japan's
Imperial Property in the Decade of Meiji 20,
Focusing on Imperial Mines, Gorys Kozan

by
IKEDA Sanae

From Meiji 22 (1889) through Meiji 23 (1890), high-quality and extensive
government properties were selected and transferred to the jurisdiction of
the imperial house. This was carried out prior to the establishment of the
diet in order that political parties could not interfere in the finances of the
imperial house. However, as early as the latter half of the decade of Meiji 20,
the matter had progress to reorganization and disposition by methods such
as by selling off the property, uncompensated transfers, or swaps. This
appears at a glance to be at odds with the original goal of a reduction
imperial property and the transfer of jurisdiction, but economic historians
have explained it as a means of rationalizing imperial house finances and
instead of being opposed to the original goal of transferring jurisdiction, it
was in fact a policy that was in thorough-going pursuit of those goals. This
explanation has been persuasive and become the broadly accepted
understanding of the disposition and reorganization of imperial properties.

However, when specific properties are examined individually, some cannot
be explained according to this conventional interpretation. One of these is
the selling off of the imperial mines, goryd kozan.

In this article, I employ a politico-historical approach to examine the
selling off of the imperial mines as an example to reassess the conventional
understanding. At that time, I overcome the problem of treating the selling
off imperial mines as an individual issue as it has been in previous studies of
economic history. In previous studies of economic history, the process from
the shift in jurisdiction to the selling off of the imperial mines has not been
sufficiently explained in a consistent fashion.

The following facts are elucidated in this article. When the government
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mines at Sado and Tkuno were incorporated as imperial property, the intent
of the Ministry of Finance in using the logic of increasing the national
treasury was strongly at work. In operating the imperial mines, the
engineer-bureaucrats conferred on them the role of centers promoting and
serving as models for private mines, which the state had not previously been
able to fulfill, as well as strengthening the economic foundations of the
imperial house and increasing the national treasury. It is generally claimed
that in creating the cabinet system and establishing imperial property, the
imperial house and national state were separated systematically, but when
we examine the logic of the incorporation and operation of imperial mines,
there appears a unified view of the imperial house and nation state in which
the assets of the imperial house would be used to support the activities of
the nation state, despite the premise of the separation of the imperial house
and nation state. However, implementing this type of thinking required
improvements and expansion of the enterprises at very high costs, and this
engendered the view that the size of the imperial mines needed to be
reduced.

In contrast, within the group of people who advocated reducing the
imperial mines, opinion was divided regarding the relationship between the
imperial house and the state on the issue of taxing the imperial mines, and
thus a conflict arose. In contrast to the official government position that
imperial mines were the private property of the imperial house and could be
treated in the same manner as other private property by the state, in other
words, taxes could be levied on them, the leadership of the Imperial
Household Ministry thought that as the imperial house and the nation state
had been systematically separated, the government could no longer
intervene in the imperial mines, and thus could not levy taxes. Ultimately,
the government position won out, and as a result, the Imperial Household
Ministry’s plan did not stop at simply reducing imperial mines but advanced
down the path of selling them off.

In this manner, part of the reason for the selling off of the imperial mines
was not merely a simple demand for economic rationalization. There was
also political conflict born out of differences of opinion regarding the
relationship of the imperial mines to the nation state among the actors
involved in operations of the imperial mines. Insofar as we can judge from
the case of the imperial mines, it is clear that no continuity was displayed in
the logic of their incorporation, operation, and disposition.
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