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public ones, on the other hand. This paper tries to clarify that both had the
same structure and could stimulate the devotee’s imagination about these
holy lands in order to utilize them to experience sacred space and time and
to pray for their salvation. First, I discuss how virtual pilgrimage and urban
processions used the representation of Jerusalem and how they fulfilled the
desire for salvation. Then, virtual pilgrimage to Rome is compared with the
transformation of cities into the ‘little Romes prompted by papal
indulgences. Analysis of those religious practices reveals how on many
occasions they undoubtedly provided those who were enthusiastic for the
accumulation of the indulgences the means of salvation of their souls.

Temples and Local Society in Ba County, Chongqing Prefecture
during the Late Qing Period: A Fundamental Study Centered
on Ba County Archives

by
MIZUKOSHI Tomo

There have been a variety of studies related to urban and rural social
structures on the spatial aspect of “prayer” in early-modern China. However,
given the paucity of source materials on worship on the popular level and
the critical view of intellectuals, it is difficult to know the reality of the
situation. This article collects the voices from the popular level and attempts
to explore the possibility of using these valuable “live” sources, which have
not been subjected to the filtering of intellectuals, as archival data. In this
endeavor, I have employed the Ba County Archives BIEI%E that contains
government documents of Ba county in Chongqing prefecture from the late
Qing period and which contains many historical records of temples in the
area that have not been previously employed.

The content of the Ba County Archives can be divided into orders from
government agencies regarding temples and source documents for legal
suits, and from these sources the following can be learned regarding the
temples: first what was the ordinary attitude of local officials towards the
temples or how local people were related to the temples, in other words, the
function of the temple as social space; and second, the actual conditions of
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the temples in two different societies, urban and rural. In this article, I
attempt an analysis of the sites of conflict over the economic rights of
temples in a stratified society by focusing concretely on the function of
central temples such as those of the City God and Eastern Peak in an urban
setting and cases in a specific region that is a rural setting. In addition to
these source materials, I focus in particular on the example of the existence
of morality books (E&E shanshu) preserved in the public documents within
the Ba County Archives and conduct a basic study of them.

Given the fact that the Ba County Archives was preserved continuously
from the 18th century to the 20th, its significance is situated in being a
historical source that reflects the period of transition from the early modern
to the modern age. Moreover, the Ba County Archives retains a wealth of
historical sources on new religious movements that became prominent after
the latter half of the 19th century. In addition to learning of the actual state
of spirit writing k% fuluan) that became popular in Sichuan in the late
19th century, we can grasp changes such as the striking decline of the
authority of the temple of the City God that had been central to the order of
popular worship in the early modern period. I hope to build a foundation by
which to clarify the spatial character of ordinary prayer from archival
sources and through a consideration of the above circumstances.

Materiality, the Body, and Mobility of the Henro Pilgrimage
by
MORI Masato

This paper aims to contribute to a series of studies on the geography of
religion through an eloration of the role of corporeality of religious materials
that were not only produced by the religious system and encoded with a
particular meaning, but that are also always embedded in the dynamics of
sociability and materiality. Recent studies on the ontological understanding
of the religious stress the interdependence of the sacred and the mundane.
They depict a performative inscription of religious ethics and poetics into
mundane bodies through events and thoroughly reject the consideration of
religious meanings, ethics, and poetics within a coherent religious ideology.
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