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The Form of Samurai Residences in Kyoto during the Nanbokuchd
and Muromachi Periods

by

MATSUI Naoto

The purpose of this article is to investigate the concrete depiction of the
samurai of the capital who occupied a large proportion of the population and
were an integral part of the Muromachi warrior regime in order to
illuminate the social structure of Kyoto during the Nanbokuchdé and
Muromachi periods, a topic which has not been studied sufficiently in a
substantial manner. I focus on this occasion in particular on the spatial areas
that were pivotal sites in the lives of the capital samurai and examine the
form of their residences with an aim of relativizing the portrait of the capital
samurai who have heretofore been explained one dimensionally in terms of
the centripetal character of the Muromachi warrior regime. The period
under analysis spans the Nanbokucho period to the wars of the Onin and
Bunmei eras that drove many of the capital samurai from Kyoto.

In the first section, I focus on the form of the residences of capital samurai
during the Nanbokucho period. The movement of samurai to the capital
became prominent in the Nanbokuchd period. However, after compiling and
examining various sources, one sees that in many cases the form of samurai
residences were often rented houses or lodgings on the grounds of temple or
aristocratic establishments in the environs of the capital, and they were
often temporary. On the other hand, although the Muromachi regime had a
devised a system to lend confiscated housing to capital samurai, there is no
evidence samurai were able to secure residences in the capital as a result of
this system. Based on these findings, it can be surmised that the form of
capital samurai residences was not completely determined by the residents
themselves, and that it was premised on important aspects including the
various forces such as the temple and shrine landlords that provided the
residences.

In the second section, I consider the special spatial characteristics of
samurai residences that appeared in the Muromachi period. When political
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circumstances stabilized in the late Nanbokuchd period, extensive residential
establishments, called daimyd teitaku, where the powerful military governors
of the capital, shugo, resided in Kyoto, were built one after another. Because,
in contrast to the establishments of other samurai, they possessed extremely
expansive grounds covering one chd (a chd being 120 meters on each side)
and at the same time these were maintained for a relatively long time in a
single location, we can presume that these daimyd teitaky can be regarded as
the main residence of the capital shugo. On the other hand, in the environs
of the shogun's palace, there were established a group of residences where
close retainers of the shogun who had roots in the skugo houses lived. In this
article, I interpret these as secondary establishments that supplemented the
function of the daimyd teitaku that formed the core of the collective
residences.

In the third section, I consider the form of the capital samurai residences
during the Muromachi period in terms of the relationship to the power of
temple and shrine landlords. As I made clear in the second section, in Kyoto
following the Muromachi period, the space occupied by capital samurai
gradually increased and became fixed. However, in some cases these spaces
existed on the property controlled by temple and shrine landlords and
whether these lands can be judged to have been purely under samurai
control requires an individual examination of each specific case. Moreover,
among the capital samurai, there were some who relied on shrines and
temple landlords for their residence in the capital, and the regime was not
aware of their residences, even though they were direct retainers of the
shogun. It is surmised that this reflects the policy of the Muromachi regime
to prioritize the preservation of the authority of specific temple and shrine
landlords. In other words, even during the Muromachi period, the
Muromachi regime did not possess s total directionality for the jurisdiction
over the capital samurai, and it is clear that for the capital samurai there
was yet a fluid aspect inherent in the form of their residences.

The content of this article can be summarized in the following fashion.
Although there were many capital samurai during the Muromachi period
who secured their residences by relying on temple and shrine landlords,
various spaces that served as samurai residences on a fixed scale were
gradually established as the organization of the Muromachi regime
stabilized. However, it is necessary to focus on the fact that this phenomenon
did not reflect the development of the control of individual spaces of
samurai. It can be surmised to be largely the influence of the political
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structure of the Muromachi regime that tock the form of the system called
the kobu toitsu seiken (unified regime of court and bakufu) that controlled
Kyoto in coordination with temples and shrine landlords.

Furthermore, because on this occasion I have considered the period prior
to the unrest of the Onin and Bunmei eras, the samurai who were active in
Kyoto thereafter have been beyond the scope of this article. It will therefore
be necessary to consider the concrete circumstances of the capital samurai
through the Warring States period from a different analytical perspective.

The Resource Cycle of the Sato’umi and Satoyama in Southern Omi
in Early Modern Times: A Study of Environmental History from the
Viewpoint of the History of Fisheries

by
SANO Shizuyo

In this article, I attempt to approach environmental history form the
perspective of the history of fisheries, and through a new interpretation of
source materials on two varieties of fishery activities (harvesting shijimi
clams (corbicula) and waterweeds) on Lake Biwa during the early modern
period, I hope to illuminate changes in the ecosystem and human activities
of early-modern people in this watershed, including mountainous areas, of
the southern region of Lake Biwa. The southern portion of the Lake Biwa
region is a single spatial unit of watershed extending from the mountains to
the lakeshore and is relatively compact. As this is also a central location for
the study of the history of early-modern fisheries as many written sources
have been preserved in the region, it is the most appropriate area for the
methodology used in this study.

In this article, I make clear the fact that the mountains, plains, and lake
that are linked by rivers are understood as part of a river basin in which
early-modern human activity, employing fishing, agriculture and the use of
the satoyama (a natural environment maintained and managed by humans)
operated together to form a single ecosystem. Moreover, I examine the
temporal periods and causes of changes in this ecosystem.

In the mountainous area of the southern Lake Biwa region, despoiling of
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