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@ Kwang- Ching Liu and Richard j Smith, “The military challenge:
the north-west and the coast” John. K. Fairbank, ed. The Cambridge
History of China, vol. 11. Cambridge University Press, 1980, p. 205.
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In previous research there has been tendency to imagine the ecosystem of
the safo’umi as a “traditional regional system built up over a lengthy time,”
but it cannot be claimed that this system was a natural outgrowth of the
region. It highly likely that the safo’umi of the late early-modern period was
instead directly linked to a large market outside the region and was an
“artificial ecosystem” formed in a relatively short period of time.

The Peking Field Force in the 1860’s: A Study on the Peking Court’s
Views of Provincial Viceroys and Governors in Late Qing China

by
NENASHI Shintaro

In the latter half of the 19" century, the imperial court in Peking
established the Peking Field Force ##§% within the Eight Banners of the
Imperial Guard ZJgAAHL. Their aim was to retrain the other units of the
Eight Banners. However, the role played by the Peking Field Force in the
late Qing was not confined to this one military unit alone. The Peking Field
Force was recognized in Peking at that time as a military force linked with
powerful figures within the court. As a result, the court refused to allow the
Han Chinese bureaucrats to become involved with the Field Force, despite
recommendations to that effect, and Prince Kung #$#F became the head of
the Field Force. Eventually, Empress Dowager Xi came to view Prince Kung
as a political opponent and used accusations against him as an opportunity to
remove him from the leadership of the force. Prince of the Second Degree
Ch'un B##8E, brother-in-law of the Empress Dowager, was then appointed to
the post in place of Prince Kung.

On the other hand, outside the court, the Peking Field Force and the
Yung-Ying 8 ¥ (lit. Brave Battalions), led by the Han Chinese bureaucrats,
together suppressed various rebellions. In 1867, the merchants of the salt
monopoly in the Metropolitan Province E % rose in armed revolt and in
the following year the Nien rebels #Z # invaded. Viewing these
developments, the court in Peking dispatched the Field Force. Additionally,
in order to suppress these rebellions, Brave Battalions led by the Han
Chinese provincial viceroys and governors Liu Ch'ang-yu 2844, Tso Tsung-
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tang £ %, and Li Hungchang BB E together with the Peking Field
Force entered the Metropolitan Province. However, in addition to
cooperating with the Field Force in fighting the rebels, these Brave
Battalions disturbed the peace of the province through violence and pillage.
This was due to the fact that the Brave Battalions were armed groups
whose roots were the same as the rebel forces.

Faced with this situation, the court in Peking grew wary of the Brave
Battalions and tasked the Field Force with the role of surveilling and
controlling them. The Field Force thus had to cope with the Brave
Battalions as well as the rebel forces. Surveillance and control of the Brave
Battalions was at first based on military regulations and censure. However,
the situation changed with the setting of a time limit on the suppression
followed by the stage when Tu-hsing-a #FHEMI, an officer of the Field Force,
took direct control of military operations. As can be seen from the fact that
the court in Peking and the Field Force were forced to alter their
surveillance and control in this manner, surveillance and control were in the
end not fully implemented. The Brave Battalions did not follow the orders of
the Field Force to the letter, but the punishment for this insubordination
was relatively light. This was likely a result of the court placing the highest
priority on suppressing the rebels.

The Peking court’s wariness of the Brave Battalions appears in the their
deployment during the fighting. The court stationed the Peking Field Force
closest to the capital and sent the Brave Battalions to the front lines. The
intent seems to have been to have the Brave Battalions and the rebel forces
expend their strength in battle while conserving that of the Field Force in
the rear. Furthermore, the Field Force could carry out surveillance of the
Brave Battalions from behind, and on the unlikely chance that the Brave
Battalions would turncoat and side with the rebel forces, it is thought that
the Field Force could play the role of defending the capital against their
advance. In fact, after the Nien rebels had been suppressed, the Field Force
was not removed from the Metropolitan Province until the Brave Battalions
were entirely withdrawn.

As can be seen from the above, the court in Peking was quite wary of the
Brave Battalions, and it would only be a slight exaggeration to say that this
vigilance was of the same order as that shown toward the rebel forces. To
the extend the Brave Battalions served as the basis for provincial viceroys
and governors, the relationship between the court in Peking and the
provincial viceroys and governors was not limited solely to one of increased
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discretion. It can be surmised that surveillance and restraints were carried
out as a matter of course. One can thus question whether it was not actually
the policy of the court in Peking to employ the Field Force as a military
power in confronting the provincial viceroys and governors. This paper has
examined the often-overlooked activities of the Peking Field Force and
attempted thereby to reconsider the relationship between the court in
Peking and provincial viceroys and governors in the late Qing.
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