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was fully cognizant of the necessity of constantly enhancing the ROC's
image by the external display of the systematic superiority of the ROC over
the PRC. The U.S. then sought a means of realizing high growth in the
Taiwanese economy within the liberal system, and with that goal in mind it
put genuine pressure on the ROC from 1959. As noted above, the demands
on the ROC for systematic reform at the end of the same year were nothing
other than the result of this policy, and the change in the character of
Taiwan policy shifting to an emphasis on the economy was implemented in a
series of processes that culminated in these demands. In this manner, under
the new Taiwan policy and the increasingly dire circumstances of the Cold
War struggle over systems and ideology, Taiwan appealed to international
society using its economic growth as a showcase, fulfilling the same function
as West Berlin, an isolated island on the European continent, as an island in
the Far East.

The Significance, Limitations and Prospects of Research on Tumuli
and Graves by the Sea

by
U0zU Tomokatsu

Within the tumuli and graves of the Kofun period in Japan, there are some
situated near the sea. In this article, I define the tumuli and graves
constructed near the sea by those whose livelihood was deeply connected
with and centered on the sea as “tumuli and graves by the sea,” and I argue
the benefit and limitations of the concept of tumuli and graves by the sea
and then state the prospects for future study.

In the first section, I point out the following two points regarding the
significance of this research. The first became the impetus for a re-
evaluation of the location of tumuli. The second can be called the
establishment of a perspective on tumuli and graves by the sea as one form
of coastal archaeological site that earlier human societies had left in terms of
the natural environment of the sea. Both have great significance in
highlighting the essence of tumuli that were “tombs for ruling the land” in
an overview of all tumuli society.
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In the second section, I classified the tumuli and graves by the sea and
provided specific examples of each type. I focused on three points of
classification—size, location, and the relationship of the face of the tumulus
to the seashore. Among these relationships, the relationship of the face of the
tumuli and the seashore was a criterion that only applied to the three types
of keyhole-shaped tumulus mounds, i.e. zenpd kben fun, zenpd koho fun, and
hotatekai-shiki kofun. By this method, I was able to elucidate the trends in
location and period in which tumuli and graves by the sea were built from
the period of members of regional groups to that of the Yamato kingdom.

In the third section, I indicate the limitations currently facing the study of
tumuli and graves by the sea. This, in other words, is a problem of definition.
The following are the two principal definitions. The first is of limited utility
for scholarship because there is a lack of sources that would clarify the
extent of tumuli and graves by the sea. The second is of limited use in
scholarship because the definition of “human activity centered on the sea” is
unclear. There has been some excellent scholarship that allows us to
overcome these limitations, but the number has been insufficient to be
applied to archaeological artifacts throughout Japan.

In the fourth section, I indicate future prospects of the study of tumuli and
graves by the sea. The activities of production and creation that used the
sea and products of the sea as resources unquestionably played a major role
in the formation of political authority during the Kofun period. In addition,
transport, trade, diplomacy, military and residential practices conducted near
the sea because it was an archipelago were a powerful motive force in the
social change of the Kofun period. The author particularly points out the
contribution to theories of ancient livelihood and production and Yamato
kingship through the study of tumuli and graves by the sea.

Two points can be offered as the chief results of this research. First, is an
effective grasp of the issues in this research due the recognition of the
limitations of the methodology of the research. The study of tumuli and
graves by the sea is bound by limitations. However, precisely for this reason,
the issues that set the limitations are easily grasped in principle. Based on
the achievements of the study of kofun, but also going beyond their
boundaries, the inquiry into the Kofun period itself becomes possible through
a study of tumuli and graves by the sea. Second is the fact that I succeeded
in abstracting two types of logic: the logic of rule and the logic of life that
coexisted in Kofun period society. The former was the logic that through the
Yamato monarchy and regional rule permeated and made livelihoods
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productive. The latter was the logic created through the general populace
living and accepting of the rulers that made a livelihood of production.

All the continents on this earth are surrounded by the sea. It can be
assumed that constructing graves and tumuli near the seas was not rare.
However, in human history, there were both eras and regions in which there
was a preference for building graves and ritual sites near the seacoast and
others eras and regions in which there was almost no consciousness of the
seaside being a burial place. From this point of view, having conducted a
comparison of sites around the world, we are likely to further clarify the
special characteristics of tumuli and graves by the sea.
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