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Japan-Joseon Relations in the Latter Half of the 17" Century
and the Tsushima Domain, Focusing on the Negotiations
for the Establishment of the Gongendo Annual Ship

by

LEE Haejin

During the Edo period, the economy of Tsushima domain relied heavily on
trade with Joseon. To increase trade volume with Joseon, Tsushima planned
to establish additional annual ships 2%} that would be dispatched from
Tsushima to Joseon and responsible for foreign diplomacy and trade. This
article focuses on one such effort, the Gongendo ME¥l 4 annual ship that
Tsushima requested Joseon to initiate.

The ostensive purpose of the Banshoin Ji#tFi annual ship, the precedent
for the Gongendo annual ship, had been to donate expenses for condolences
to the first lord of the domain, So6 Yoshitoshi, who was recognized by Joseon
as the restorer of amicable relations between the two states. Tsushima in
similar fashion requested that Joseon institute an annual ship for the
Gongendo (the Tsushima Toshogi), the professed purpose of which would be
to cover the cost of offerings to Tosho Daigongen, who was regarded as
having brought about peace between the two countries. Strikingly, although
it should have required the approval of the bakufu, Tsushima arbitrarily
used the rationale of the Joseon's condolences to Tosho Daigongen as an
excuse to increase trade.

Meanwhile, since the addition of annual ships would mean a greater trade
deficit, Joseon refused Tsushima’'s request. Hence, Tsushima first asked that
Joseon’s interpreter-envoys atEff and diplomatic missions 3815 make a
pilgrimage to the Gongendo. This was to gain legitimacy for the institution
of the Gongendo annual ship through the establishment of official rites
conducted by Joseon at the Gongenddo. Well aware of Tsushima’s intentions,
Joseon opposed this and the plan failed.

After persistent requests, Tsushima finally succeeded in obtaining Joseon’s
agreement to establish the Gongendo annual ship. However, as the bakufu’s
attitude towards the Joseon diplomatic missions and Toshogl had grown

(542)



lukewarm, it became unclear whether Tsushima could successfully obtain
the bakufu’s approval of the new annual ship for the Gongendo. Accordingly,
Tsushima had no choice but to abandon its plan for the establishment of the
Gongendo annual ship. Despite all of this, Tsushima continually requested
that Joseon add the amount of trade that would have been previously
approved by Joseon. Tsushima claimed it was difficult to receive
authorization from the bakufu as the current amount of trade sanctioned by
Joseon was inappropriate for a shrine for the late Shogun. Knowing that the
Gongendo annual ship was merely for the benefit of Tsushima, Joseon
rejected Tsushima’s plea. Consequently, the negotiations remained
deadlocked.

However, the true objective of Tsushima was to use the negotiations
surrounding the Gongendo annual ship to gain advantage in other diplomatic
matters. In the latter half of the 17" century, issues pertinent to Tsushima’s
interests, such as relocation of the Japan House #&fE and the payment of
official trading rice A1EK, were being negotiated with Joseon. Moreover, in
this period, talks related to the repatriation of the Dutch and the case of a
smuggling ship ##it were also in progress with Joseon by order of the
bakufu. Knowing that issue of the Gongendo annual ship was the most
burdensome one for Joseon, Tsushima took advantage of this, using it as a
diplomatic card to pressure Joseon. Indeed, whilst Joseon stubbornly refused
to establish the Gongendo annual ship, it had no choice but to agree on other
matters. Furthermore, Tsushima claimed that initiation of the Gongendo
annual ship was the order of the shogun, and used this as an excuse to
achieve other goals. Without approval from the bakufu, Tsushima still
employed the issue of providing offerings for Tosho Daigongen as a tool to
serve its own interests.

In sum, whilst taking charge of diplomatic issues and trade relations with
Joseon on behalf of the bakufu, Tsushima simultaneously satisfied its own
interests. Thus, we can identify in these actions the autonomy of the
Tsushima domain.
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