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Struggle Over Soseki Natsume: Homosocial Friendship in
“Mokuyoukai”

SHIINA Kento

This study analyzes the community of pupils of Soseki Natsume, a novelist in the Meiji Period, using the
homosocial framework in student/intellectual culture in Japan in the Meiji Period. During Soseki’s
lifetime, he had many pupils. This study concerns pupils of Soseki from 1903 to 1909, when he was a
lecturer at Tokyo Imperial University. This study places the community of pupils of Soseki as one of
sectional parties in the field of literature and analyzes the relationship between Soseki and his pupils using
the homosocial framework proposed by Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick in “Between men: English literature and
male homosocial desire” and examines differences in the nature of homosocial friendship proposed by
Sedgwick and that observed in the community of Soseki’s pupils. In addition, this study analyzes the
nature of homosocial friendships in student culture from about 1900 to 1910, the nature of homosocial
friendships in student/intellectual culture in Japan in the Meiji Period, and the nature of homosocial
friendships in the Japanese model.
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