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The Development of Locality in Osaka Jiji Shimpo of the Taisho Era: From
Reports on Anti-Japanese Immigration Law in 1924

MATSUO Michiya

The influence of newspapers in the Taisho era developed as an important social phenomenon along with
the growth of readership. However, the locality of each newspaper emerged as a result of more news-
oriented and time-sensitive content, as well as regional differences in the reception of media technologies.
In the Kansai region, although the leading players were the Asahi and the Mainichi, the Jiji Shimpo, a
distinguished newspaper in the capital, launched the Osaka Jiji Shimpo, its subsidiary in Osaka, to
establish its own character. Through analysis of the news coverage about the “1923 anti-Japanese
immigration law,” which caused indignation in the Japanese population, two characteristics had been
constructed. One is the function of curation or emphasis on perspicuity to cover the disadvantages of
being away from the capital, and other is emphasis on closeness with readers, rather than the information

source.

F—U—F KREREFEHR, BT v —7 U X4 KIEH, JEABRIE
Keywards: the Osaka Jiji Shimpo, Journalism in the Kansai region, the Taisho era, anti-Japanese

immigration law
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