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The Procedures for the Execution of Reports to the Throne
and the Sanction of the Emperor During the Period
Extending from the Han to Cao Wei

by
NoGucHI Yu

During the period extending from the Han dynasty to Cao Wei of the
Three Kingdoms, the ultimate sanction of reports to the throne was rendered
by the emperor. It is highly likely that approval from the Han to Cao Wei
was designated by physically writing the character W (ke) or with the red
imprint of a carved seal. There is no evidence of approval being granted
with the emperor’s signature from the Han-to-Wei period. Moreover, I have
made clear that in both the Han and Wei periods the emperor’s holographic
signature was not necessarily required to indicate approval.

Then period from Han to Cao Wei was one of change when consciousness
of calligraphy underwent a transformation and there was also a great change
in the dissemination of paper as a material for transcribing written records;
and these changes likely had an influence of the previous system of imperial
sanction. However, reliability of written imperial edicts was insured by the
imperial seal during the both the Han and Cao Wei. Ultimately, as regards
approval of reports to the throne in both the Han and Cao Wei periods, the
situation that did not necessarily require the emperor to indicate his
approval with his own brush continued without change.
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