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The Gokenin (Housemen) System of the Kamakura Bakufu

as Seen in Banyaku
by
TESHIGAHARA Takuya

This paper addresses the gokenin system, the organization of the retainers
of shogun who headed the Kamakura bakufu. In particular, it examines the
issues of what were the special characteristics of gokenin in specific regions
and how they changed over time, using the banyvaku, the guard duty
performed by gokemin at various locations, as a primary resource.

In the first section, I address the differences in the implementation of the
Kyoto Obanyaku (the duty of guarding the imperial palace by gokenin)
between those from Togoku (Eastern Japan, roughly present-day Shizuoka
and Nagano prefectures and those further east) and Saigoku (other provinces
in Western Japan.) In general Kyoto Obanyaku duties were carried out by
the gokenin whom were led by the shugo, the military commanders placed in
each province by the Kamakura bakufu. In contrast, this paper makes clear
that this was the form in the case of the Saigoku gokenin, but there were
intermediaries called banto, and not the shugo, when the Togoku gokenin
served as Kyoto Obanyaku. Both the shugo and banto relied on the Togoku
gokenin, but in contrast to the Saigoku gokenin whose fealty to the shugo
was strong, the relationship between the banto and the Togoku gokenin was
nearly one of equals. In this manner, viewed in terms of the form of the
Kyoto Obanyaku, the standpoint of the Saigoku gokenin was weaker than
that of the Togoku gokenin.

In the second section, I address the changes in the chief form of those who
served as banyaku during the Kamakura period. Originally, it was the duty
of the gokenin alone to serve as the Kyoto Obanyaku, but in the mid 13™
century the bakufu recognized the participation of samurai other than the
gokenin in the Kyoto Obanyaku system. Furthermore, it permitted samurai
who were not gokenin to serve as the banvaku guarding the Kamakura
shogun’s residence at the same time. In either case this was the result of
political turmoil and fighting over the leadership of the Kamakura bakufu
that broke out just prior to 1246 and though 1247. Due to this, the bakufu
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permitted the participation of samurai who were not gokemin to serve as
banyaku, and they were treated as equivalent of the gokenin. In this way, in
this paper I have argued from the reality of the banyaku that gokenin system
was expanded. The possibility arose of eliminating the gap between the
Togoku and Saigoku gokenin, which was demonstrated in the first section of
this paper, but this was put off by the bakufu and the differences were
preserved.

I believe that in the above I have been able to clarify the regional
characteristics of the gokenin system and an aspect of the changes in each
historical period by concretely examining the banyaku.
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