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The Political Process before and after the Establishment of
the Kyobusho (Ministry of Religions) and Nishi Hongwanji Temple:
Rethinking the Relationship between Politics and Religion

by
TSUJIOKA Takeshi

The Kyobusho (Ministry of Religions) was formally established as the
government organ to administer religious affairs on the 14" day of the third
month of Meiji 5 (1872). In this paper I highlight an aspect of the relationship
between politics and religion during the early stage of the Meiji era by
tracing the political process in establishing the Kyobusho. In doing so, I
focus on the political role of Hongwanji as an organization, which has been
overlooked in previous scholarship.

The paper can be summarized in the following manner.

Beginning with the initial request by Shimaji Mokurai, a Nishi-Hongwanji
monk, for the establishment of the Ky6busho in the ninth month of Meiji 4,
active debate regarding the reorganization religious system took place
among government leaders, the Saiin, the Jingishd6 and others. Senior
Undersecretary for Kami Affairs (Jingi Daiyu) Fukuba Bisei and Deputy
Head of the Sain Goto Shinpei focused their position in the direction of
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incorporating Buddhism with the establishment of a Kyobusho as they were
prescribed by their relationship with the Shinsht monks. As a result, Saiin
deliberations in the 12" month of the same year decided on the
establishment of the Kyobusho as a policy measure to deal with the issue of
Christianity, and the views of Goto and Shimaji thus appeared to coincide.

Then in the first month of Meiji 5, there was an official inquiry issued by
the Daijokan to the Gaimusho, Hyobusho, and Monbusho regarding the
establishment of the Kyobusho and a thoroughgoing investigation began. As
regards Nishi Hongwanji, while Shimaji Mokurai was traveling in the West
and absent from the scene, Chief Abbot (Hoshu) Otani Koson and Oshid
Tetsuzen worked behind the scenes to plan the establishment. Furthermore,
as Kido Takayoshi, on whom the Shinsh monks most relied, was also
absent, Grand Minister of State (Daijodaijin) Sanjo Sanemi and Counselor
(Sangi) Okuma Shigenobu represented the views of Nishi Hongwanji,
operating politically behind the scenes. In contrast to this, leadership of the
Saiin, in the person of Ijichi Masaharu a politician from Satsuma, who, while
seeking the establishment of the Kyobusho himself, blocked the decision of
Daijodaijin Sanjo Sanemi. Though worried that it violated the agreement
made with the Iwakura Mission and also of criticism by foreign
governments, the rump government with Sanjé Sanemi and Okuma Shignobu
who counted on the Shinshi sect ultimately pushed through the
establishment of the Kyobusho.

On the basis of the above, this paper has clarified aspects of the deepening
tendency of Nishi Hongwanji as a religious organization to become involved
in the world of politics through an examination of the period of the
establishment of the Kyobusho. Within the process involving the establishing
of the Kyobusho, on the surface government officials seemed to be in
agreement in forming a policy in response to Christian issue by establishing
the Kyobusho, but beneath the surface, there was a struggle between the
Saiin, which aimed at government unanimity based on a Shintoist view as
seen in the transfer of Ise Jingl to Tokyo, and Shinsht powers that sought
freedom of proselytization. More than previously realized, the monks of Nishi
Hongwanji were actively involved in the political process and thus the
Kyobusho was established. The significance should be located in the fact
that Nishi-Hongwanji held great influence in political relations during the
early Meiji period.

(1025)



