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Identity, Language and Education under Conflict Situations:

A Glimpse into the Lives of Kokang People in Myanmar-China Boarder

I. Kokang Ethnic Conflict

Kokang people are ancient continental
Chinese immigrants to the Northern Shan
States of Myanmar from Yunnan province
of China. They now live in the Kokang
Self-Administered Zone, speak Yunnan
official mandarin Chinese, and are now
regarded as survivors of the Ming Empire
in Mainland China. In the current legal
system of Myanmar country, the Kokang is
considered as an ethnic minority group under
the lineage of the Shan. Unlike Hokkian
and Cantonese Chinese immigrants, they
are not naturalized citizens of Myanmar.
Kokang people have experienced separatism
and intended to acquire their autonomy
Nevertheless, there is no

from Myanmar.

detailed anthropological study on the history

Gu Pingyuan®

or modern-day situation related to Kokang
people, particularly with regard to issues that
are emerging in the time of ethnic conflict. In
this essay, based on a fieldwork conducted in
the Northern Shan States of Myanmar from
February to March 2017, I will first describe
how conflict situation is lived by the normal
Kokang people, and then will touch upon the
recent development of Kokang ethnic/cultural
education in the region.

When I visited S township, Northern Shan
State in February 2017, a Kokang girl Y had
come back to her hometown to celebrate
traditional Kokang Lunar New-Year with
her family. She introduced me to her grand-
mother and explained about the activities
that characterized their celebration of the

New Year. For the rest of the year, Y told me,

* Graduate School of Asian and African Area Studies, Kyoto University

1) Hereby, I refer to younger people as those who were born after the 90s’ signification of a peace agreement between

the Kokang local government and Myanmar’s central government.
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