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1 = Initial work with the
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A Case Study of the Analysis of Class Activities Observed
by Teaching Assistants

Haruka Fujishiro, Norio Hozaki

(Faculty of Human Science, Waseda University)

This case study aimed to clarify how differently the three teaching assistants observed and described the various
class activities by investigating the field notes taken by the TAs with different levels of TA experience of the class,
“Media Production Studies” offered at Waseda University. The three TAs also actively participated in actual class
teaching, and activities.

The compiled data of field notes was analyzed systematically and qualitatively, and was arranged into a matrix
based on the following three aspects. The TAs focused on 1) observation of the students’ activities, 2) how class
activities were conducted, and 3) overall attitude toward the TA duties in the class. Also, the difference in TA
experience interestingly showed 1) wide-range observation (most experienced TA) and first-person perspective
(inexperienced TA), 2) focusing on the entire class (most experienced TA) and on a particular student (inexperienced
TA), and 3) positive reflection (most experienced TA) and passive reflection (inexperienced TA).

Further, this study could contribute to the development of a new method of data collection and class analysis, by
using TAs’ field note in the field of TA studies.

Keywords: teaching assistant, class activities, self-reflection, qualitative analysis, field notes



