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Practical Issues of Career Education Programs in General Education Courses:

A Study Based on a Curriculum Management Framework

Naoko Osada', Yoko Nakagawal, Tomotsugu Kawasaki’, Azusa Katsumata’ and Yumiko Sugitani4

(‘Institute for General Education, Ritsumeikan University, *Faculty of Sociology, Kansai University,

*Organaization for Academic Affairs, Kwansei Gakuin University, ‘College of Education, Psychology and Human Studies, Aoyama Gakuin University)

Career education has come to be implemented at many universities through liberal arts education or specialized

education. However, the understanding of career education as an educational practice and how to go about

improving it has been a continuous trial-and-error process. This is, in part, due to the fact that diversity in the field

of career education makes it difficult to understand the practice and form a framework for it. In this study, we

conducted analyses and held discussions, with curriculum management as a key framework, on the case studies

of three universities that are developing systematic career education programs in general education courses that

belong to the liberal arts education. As a result, we were able to clarify the issues that the three universities had

in common through a cross-section of multiple cases of the general education courses from the perspective of the

curriculum management. This finding suggests that a misalignment of aspects in the curriculum section or a gap in

correspondence between the curriculum section and the management section tend to lead to the problems of career

education. In order to improve career education, well-functioning curriculum management is therefore important.
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