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Research Notes

Characteristics of the Accreditation System
in the National Association of Schools of Art and Design:
Implications for Improving the Certified Evaluation

and Accreditation System in Japan

Go Yamaguchi

(Undergraduate Academic Affairs, Digital Hollywood University)

The purpose of this study is to consider the characteristics of the accreditation system in the National Association
of Schools of Art and Design (NASAD) so that each university related to the field of art and design education in
Japan will be able to assure and improve the quality of its educational and research activities.

First, an outline of the recent developments relevant to the field of art and design education at Japanese
universities is provided, and second, previous research related to the NASAD accreditation system is surveyed in
this paper.

Third, the features of the NASAD accreditation system are analyzed, focusing on the following three topics:
competency based standards, selectable self-study, and joint evaluations of the NASAD.

Finally, based on the above considerations, future directions for improving the Certified Evaluation and

Accreditation System in Japan are proposed.

Keywords: National Association of Schools of Art and Design (NASAD), Competency Based Standards, Selectable

Self-Study, Joint Evaluations, Professional Accreditation



