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Course Selection Trends of Kyoto University Japanese
Language Learners: An Analysis of Course
Registration Data from 2017 Spring Semester
to 2018 Fall Semester

Ruchira Palihawadana

Abstract

This analysis attempts to reveal the trends seen in course selection of Kyoto University Japanese
language learners after the curriculum reform implemented in April 2017, having as its target, regis-
tration data of four semesters beginning from the spring semester of 2017. By focusing on Japanese
language learners’ level of studies, student status as well as the type of skill they chose to learn, it
aims at revealing the needs of university-level Japanese language learners. The results show that the
non-degree seeking students account for 68.43% of the total number of registrations for Japanese
language courses. This group of learners occupies the highest percentage in elementary level courses
as well as courses aimed at acquiring integrated skills. In contrast, most of the regular degree seeking
undergraduate students take courses from the most advanced level and they tend to enroll in courses
designed to acquire specific skills or academic skills. This suggests that the regular degree seeking

undergraduate students have different needs from that of the non-regular students.

Keywords: Japanese teaching at university level, course selection trends, student status, needs

analysis
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