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Thus Spoke a Mahdr: Sayyid Muhammad al-Musha‘sha’s Logic for

Self-proclamation as a Mahd1t
by
SUMIDA Tetsurou

After the Mongol invasion and the murder of the last ‘Abbasid Caliph
during the 13™ century, the absence of central religious authority prompted
several messianic movements throughout the Islamic world. More
specifically, the eschatological expectation of the Mahdi pervaded the
Persianate world, and several individuals claimed to be the Mahdi and
sought to overthrow the established regime with help from their militant
followers. As is shown in the case of Safavid movement ——even though it
was one of few successful cases of the establishment of a new body politic

, the serial struggles led by those Mahdis had the potential to change
the religio-political milieu.

This paper focuses on one of those self-proclaimed Mahdis, Sayyid
Muhammad al-Musha‘sha’ (d. 1466), who established a local dynasty in
Khiizistan in the middle of the 15™ century, and his own work Kalam al-
Mahdi, which he composed in Arabic. This unpublished work is infamous for
its heterodox tenets based on the Twelver Shi‘ite belief, such as the
“deification of ‘Ali” and the “immortality of twelve Imams.”

Some scholars had tried to reconstruct Sayyid Muhammad’s thought based
on Kalam al-Mahdi. Nevertheless, they failed to explain systematically his
claims, so that their researches have been no more than enumerations of his
sensational theses. This seems to be caused by the textual structure of
Kalam al-Mahdr, where most of theses are inconsistently scattered
throughout the text. However in regard to the theory of his self-
proclamation as a Mahdi, the text is logical enough to clarify it.

The logic for Sayyid Muhammad's Mahdihood can be summarized as
follows: while he recognized the Hidden Imiam of Twelver Shiite as the
messianic Mahdi, he himself claimed to be a Mahdi as the deputy of the
Hidden Imam. To dissolve this duality of Mahdihood, the author constructed
his own theory with the following three-step logic: 1) denial of the immediate
manifestation of the Hidden Imam as the Mahd1, 2) demonstration of the
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reason why the Hidden Imam requires a deputy; 3) identification of the
author as the deputy as he defined. In conclusion, Sayyid Muhammad
routinized the radical Mahdism particular to the post-Mongol period, and
successfully acquired religio-political authority derived from the awaited
Mahd1.

Key Words; Iran, shi‘ism, messianism, Mahdi, Early Modern Islamic Dynasties
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