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Summary

A Journey to Gross National Happiness of Bhutan: The 17" Mission of
Kyoto University Bhutan Friendship Program

Tetsuro Matsuzawa">”, Ryota Sakamoto®”, Yuko Nishitani”, Emiko Kato®,

Mai Tatsuno”, Kazuyoshi Matsui", Michinori Matsunaga', Juichi Yamagiwa”

1) Kyoto University Institute for Advanced Study

2) Primate Research Institute, Kyoto University

3) Institute for Philosophy and Human Values, Kyoto University of Arts and Design
4) Center for South-East Asian Studies, Kyoto University

5) Kyoto University Graduate School of Law

6) Kyoto University Graduate School of Medicine

7) President, Kyoto University

Her Royal Highness Princess Sonam Dechan Wangchuk of Kingdom of Bhutan visited Japan from
October 21 to 27, 2017. A year later, thanks to the invitation from HRH, we visited Bhutan from November
20 to 23", This article aims to describe the journey to Bhutan, the country as known as Gross National
Happiness (GNH). This is the 17" mission of Kyoto University Bhutan friendship program (KU-Bhutan).
The mission consisted of 8 members including Juichi Yamagiwa, the president of Kyoto University. We
first visited the JSW School of Law in Paro where the construction of the new campus was going on. In
Thimpu, the capital of Bhutan, Kyoto University and JSW School of Law held the joint symposium titled
“Promoting a Culture of Academic Research: Lessons from Kyoto for Bhutan's first law school”. This
gave us the opportunity to look back the historical role of Kyoto University bridging the two countries,
Bhutan and Japan, and also to look for the future collaboration. We also visited Bhutan’s newly elected
Prime Minister Lotay Tshering to congratulate him on his election win. We also had the audience with His
Majesty the 4" King and Her Majesty the 4™ Queen, who are the father and the mother of HRH Princess.
His majesty the 4th King of Bhutan, Jigme Synge Wangchuk, is the person who coined the words of GNH
in 1970's. The 17" mission of KU-Bhutan made the photo book in English titled “Memories of the Sacred
Kingdom” that illustrated the 60 years history of Kyoto University and Bhutan since 1957. The book
was presented to His Majesty the 4th King and other persons and organizations in Bhutan. HRH Princess
Sonam Dechan Wangchuk has published a children’s book titled “The Raven tells a story” that describes
the importance of Constitution. The book was given to us last year and it was translated into Japanese.
We also made the e-book, and one-minute sample animation of the children’s book. Those materials were

presented to HRH Princess. This animation was achieved by the help from Kyoto University of Arts and
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Design led by the President Kazuo Oike, the former president of Kyoto University. During the stay in
Bhutan, we enjoyed the one-day trip to Punakha. On the way to the ancient Capital, we drove over Doche
La Pass over 3000 m high. We enjoyed watching the beautiful snow mountains above 7000m high in

Bhutan Himalaya.
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