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Summary

The Revival of the Punnuk Tug of War, a Harvest Ritual in Hapao in
Northern Luzon

Yoshihiko Himaru

The purpose of this thesis is to establish the process of turning a culture into a resource of education
for the traditional knowledge through the revival of punnuk, a post-harvest tugging ritual by the people of
Hapao.

The village of Hapao, belonging to the municipality of Hungduan in the Cordillera Administrative
region of northern Luzon, is home to regions of large terraced rice fields. In order to maintain these vast
rice terraces, a specialized agricultural ritual society has taken shape over time. Within the schedule
of year-round agricultural rituals, the punnuk tug of war has been practiced as a harvest ritual. It has,
however, undergone a process of cessation and revival due to the ongoing varied effects of globalization.
Triggered by the 1995 recognition of the rice terraces of the Philippine Cordilleras as a World Heritage
Site, an indigenous leader from Hapao, along with a filmmaker mentored by him, pioneered a revival
of traditional Ifugao culture, which in turn led to the revival of punnuk in 1999. As a result, punnuk was
recognized by as Intangible Cultural Heritage in December 2015.

By what process was the ritual of punnuk, which had been declared extinct, revived and even named
Intangible Cultural Heritage? What does that revival of punnuk, which was pioneered by an indigenous
leader and filmmaker, represent as a phenomenon?

This paper aims to demonstrate whether the revival of punnuk can be connected to the process of turning
a culture into a resource of education for the traditional knowledge. It may just provide a vital clue as to

the type of community resource that can contribute to community s sustainability
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