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A CASE OF URETERAL SCIATIC HERNIA TREATED WITH URETERAL STENT
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An 83-year-old woman who was diagnosed with hydronephrosis on the right side was referred to our
hospital. An abdominal computed tomography scan failed to reveal the cause of the hydronephrosis due to
artifacts caused by her artificial hip joint. A subsequent magnetic resonance imaging scan revealed a
ureteral herniation into the sciatic foramen. Retrograde pyelography demonstrated hydronephrosis and
dilated ureter loops through the sciatic foramen, known as a “curlicue sign”. A ureteral stent was placed on
her right side, and the ureter was linearized. After the stent was placed, the hernia was repaired and the
hydronephrosis was resolved. The ureteral stent was removed 3 months later, and relapse of the ureteral

sciatic hernia did not occur, even after 18 months.

(Hinyokika Kiyo 63 : 295-298, 2019 DOI: 10.14989/ActaUrolJap_65_7_295)
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Fig. 1. MRI shows ureteral herniation into the
sciatic foramen with proximal hydroureter
(arrow).

Fig. 2. Retrograde pyelography demonstrated di-
lated wureter loops through the sciatic
foramen known as “curlicue sign”. Ure-
teral sciatic hernia was relieved with double-
J stent placement.
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Table 1. Summary of published reports on ureteral sciatic hernia
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