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Challenging Old Age as “Non-Gendered Age”:
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This paper has two purposes. The first is to rethink old age as a non-gendered and asexual
age, from the perspective of Gender studies in the analysis of fishing practice, and the social
relationships of elderly fishermen(over 60 or 65) in Ooma, Aomorl * The second is to present the
perspectives of the elderly as a new way of understanding the social life of fishing people in global
aging era.

In previous studies of Japanese ethnology, the elderly of fishing societies are mentioned in
studies of traditional customs like seniority, respect-for-the-aged, and so on, or in idealistic studies
dealing the spiritual power of elderly people coming from their peripheral position in fishing
societies. These previous studies, however, do not take into account contemporary appraisals of
traditional customs, and miss the realities of old age for people currently living in fishing societies
which are undergoing various social changes.

This paper focuses on the experience of gender among the elderly in order to understand the
reality of old age in a fishing society. In previous gerontological studies of old age, and aging from

various discipline’s viewpoint, gender or sexuality of the aged has been treated as taboo and the
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elderly have been regarded as “non-gendered” or “non-sexual” people. Particularly, the lives of
elderly men have not received enough examination and they have been subsequently regarded as
“non-gendered people” [Hori 2011; Jackson 2016]. David Jackson has challenged the idea that
elderly men are non-gendered people by describing the life of elderly working class men in British
society. He examines their struggle between idealistic gender models and the realities of their
declining bodies [ Jackson 2016].

'This paper presents the social status and social role of the aged in a fishing society, and analyses
their thoughts or feelings which challenge the idea that elderly men are non-gendered people,

through an exploration of their fishing practice and hard situations that discourage them from

going fishing.
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