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Az, TADME, LRRINTLEH)fTRADHIC TIEQOWKH, & L ToHEE
ZRMTIEZBL T, PEEZDOH DDA Z2MHT 2 2 EPAROBENTH %,

172

¥—v—F i, e, SEUEEOR, V-V, thRiE
*LIU Zhenye HHEARZAA - BREGAUIZERL  karuma917@gmail.com



Mot 2 NEoiERE, 1<

1 1FLDI— TEEEEDS, L) THakv L

AR, 2 EERELZZT 2 hEICEBVWT, TEEEOZVWD D L v I HEENE
‘l‘iﬁ%’%&éh“( LEIEANIEHT %,

HE O Sl R AEBGR T d 5 TEDGER [CEED W TEHNCER T S e TRIGEAE
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ERIZHARICBEL L ZRIER G, — Ao THSEDWEL H D | 2002 £ 5 2025 FED
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bZb THREEIN/EE)) 2 TRISH %) %L L v ) R, ﬁ%kiE%?%&w
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HL, 216 DEFERMIE (entreprencurial ethic) & R D SR O BH#EE 12 D W T
CTw2, fid, hEANEEER I SEHEOMEMIT 21T 25, Z OMEIZREERD )
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K% Tk, FROEEX O L RIKE TR, LIRS (K2 21).

BRIT
R IX & HEERIX
DD FVHR)

2 M O EXE 2
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From “Negative Gambling” to “Positive Gambling”
--From the case of mahjong gambling at Starlight Home for the elderly in Guangzhou China

Zhenye LIU

Keywords: China, mahjong gambling, Starlight home for the elderly, rule remodeling, social heat

In this paper, I consider the production of social heat in "positive gambling", taking the case of

mahjong gambling by residents in the Starlight Home in the X community district in Guangzhou
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City, Guangdong Province, China. The Starlight Home is a facility built by the Starlight Plan,
which is the welfare policy launched by the Chinese government to address the aging society.
However, after issuing construction funds, management funds were not taken into consideration,
so many Starlight Homes turned into "welfare mahjong parlors”, where only the management of
mahjong playing remains. Against this situation, the repeated academic and social discourse in
China is that in order to develop "healthy" Starlight Homes it is necessary to create a powerful
supervision system and eliminate mahjong gambling. In order to know the actual conditions of
the Starlight Home, for about six months since September 2016 I conducted fieldwork among
residents in the Starlight Home in the X community district of Guangzhou. Among the residents,
I especially turned my attention to the personal discourse of mahjong gambling in terms of where
the user is placed, and the concrete practice of their mahjong gambling. In prior research and
newspaper articles, the formation of mahjong parlors in Starlight Homes has received a negative
appraisal, concluding that it has caused elderly people to sink into gambling. However, the users of
the Starlight Home in the X community do not consider themselves to have sunk into mahjong
gambling, and in fact the practice of remodeling mahjong gambling into a suitable form for
residents can be seen in operation. Specifically, I describe the remodeling of original rules, and the
subsequent distribution and reciprocity of relationships, and consider the ‘social heat’ produced
through mahjong. Social heat, a desired form of social effervescence, is produced by gambling as
long as it remains within certain boundaries. Finally, by analyzing mahjong gambling among the X
community's Starlight Home, it is possible to grasp the actual conditions of the resident's mahjong
gambling, and re-examine social heat. The purpose of this paper is to present the elders’ opinions
of "positive gambling" in contrast with the negative representation of gambling in mainstream

discourse in Chinese society.



