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In 2001, the Model Core Curriculum for Medical Education in Japan was published. It listed
the minimum curricular requirements for Japanese medical student by graduation. However, the
social sciences were mostly excluded from these basic requirements. In response to this situation,
the Premedical Education Committee, a committee of the Japanese Society for Medical Education,
announced in 2015 a proposal that medical students be encouraged to learn the social sciences.

Similarly, the Educational Commission for Foreign Medical Graduates (ECFMG), which
controls the acceptance of clinical residents from foreign countries in the United States, signaled
its support for social sciences education with this statement in 2010: “Starting in 2023, applicants
for ECFMG Certification must be from a medical school that is appropriately accredited. More
specifically, the school must be accredited by an accrediting agency that is officially recognized by
the World Federation for Medical Education (WFME).” This is significant because the behavioral
and social sciences were included in the WFME'’s Global Standards, and cultural anthropology was
highlighted as an important subject of the social sciences.

In light of these recommendations, when the Model Core Curriculum for Medical Education
in Japan was revised in 2016, the social sciences, including cultural anthropology, were added to
the minimum requirements for medical education. However, many medical school faculty are not
yet familiar with cultural anthropology, and the contents of cultural anthropology listed in the core
curriculum remain limited. Therefore, anthropologists should design their own learning models for
medical education while maintaining consistency with the core curriculum. It is likely that there are
various anthropological issues which medical students could examine in their clinical sites and in
everyday life, so for cultural anthropologists concerned with medical education, it seems necessary

to join interprofessional teams for fostering medical practitioners.
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