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Towards an Anthropology with Medical Education

Akinori HAMADA
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If cultural anthropology is to sustain its contribution to medical education, it should also
consider what this project means for anthropology itself. This project should enrich cultural
anthropology and broaden anthropological thinking, requiring a new relationship between the
discipline and medical education: anthropology with medical education. Thus far, anthropology
has maintained two main relationships with medical education in Japan. On the one hand,
anthropology of medical education has analyzed how students become doctors through the
cultivation of attitudes needed for skilled professionals. On the other hand, anthropology for
medical education has discussed what types of anthropological knowledge and attitudes should be
taught in the faculty of medicine at which time and through which methods. However, both these
positionings have failed to clarify the meanings and significances of the project for anthropology
and anthropologists. In contrast to previous studies, this paper explores a form of anthropology with
medical education, inspired by Ingold’s formulation of anthropology with art, in which researchers
seek shared concerns between the disciplines and clarify how cultural anthropology might learn
from medical education. In this vein, this paper identifies how both disciplines support openness in
education and share the position of anti-hylomorphism. It then recognizes that anthropology could

learn from the emphasis in medical education on lifelong learning and the use of workshops.
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