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Abstract

In Japan, since the end of the World War II, accounting for not-for-profit entities (NFPs) has
been evolved progressively in line with users’ needs for information, while keeping some proper
practices that stem from specificities of their organizational characters. We can observe a transit
from cash-flow to accrual bases as a whole picture of system change in accounting. This transit is
characterized not only by catching up business accounting, but also by anticipating update of
business accounting standards. The general users’ deeds for information will determine standards
setting in the future, ie, how far standard-setters should implant business accounting rules in
NFPs, and/or whether they should unify the standards which are currently different from each
other types of NFPs.
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