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NORTHERN DAI AND THE CENTRAL PLAIN:
HISTORIOGRAPHY AND THE ORTHODOX VIEW
IN THE NORTHERN DYNASTIES

TANAKA Kazuki

The Northern Wei, the first of the Northern Dynasties, involved a geographic
dualism between Northern Dai it and the Central Plain #1J& from the time of its
founding, so there had often been debates over which area was the dynastic center
and policies were to be carried out based on that determination. Premised on the
assumption that Northern Dai was equated with the non—-Chinese and the Central
Plain symbolized the Chinese, policies such as the capital’'s relocation to Luoyang
have been explained as parts of a policy of Sinification. This paper, however, at-
tempts to examine the change of consciousness toward Northern Dai and the Cen-
tral Plain in the Northern Dynasties period as a result of the transfer of the capital
to Luoyang.

In 490-491, Emperor Xiaowen hosted a debate about the Northern Wel's in-
heritance of the five elements 7%, and there the secretariat supervisor Gao Li &
H argued the inheritance had been from the Western Jin (metal) to the Later
Zhao (water) to the Former Yan (wood) to the Former Qin (fire) to the North-
ern Wei (earth). In contrast vice director of the palace library Li Biao 2% and
editorial director Cui Guang %t argued inheritance was from the Western Jin
(metal) to the Northern Wei (water). Emperor Xiaowen settled the matter by
adopting Li and Cui's argument, but two years later he forcefully moved the capital
from Pingcheng to Luoyang. During the debates over the inheritance of the five
elements, he changed the temple name of Emperor Daowu from Liezu to Taizu,
intending to adopt Gao’'s argument as the fundamental theory of the forthcoming
relocation to Luoyang, but he finally accepted Li and Cui’'s argument and failed to
link the relocation of the capital to the inheritance of the five elements. Cui Hong %
8 was the first to try to resolve this problem. He recognized the official theory of
the dynasty, but was aware of the necessity of writing a history of the Central Plain
without violating the theory and finished writing the Spring and Autumn Annals of
the Sixteen Kingdoms T /SBIEFK. After this turn of events, Yang Xuanzhi #5472
finally resolved this problem. He wrote Memories of Luoyang &V #ERE, creating
the fictitious hermit Zhao Yi #3% in this work. Zhao linked Western Jin to North-
ern Wel through the city of Luoyang and restored continuity from the Western Jin
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through the Six Kingdoms to the Northern Wei as the dynasties of the Central Plain
by using the category of the Sixteen Kingdoms that Cui Hong had created. On the
other hand, he demonstrated a historical view that ignored the Northern Wel
dynasty before the capital’s relocation from Pingcheng. Thus Zhao Yi depicted the
Northern Wei as a completely pure Chinese dynasty of the Central Plain.

THE CONVERSION OF THE SOGDIANS
IN TANG CHINA TO BUDDHISM

NAKATA Mie

This paper attempts to consider the background of the conversion to Buddhism
of Sogdians in China through an examination of cases of the acceptance of Buddhism
by Sogdians in China proper in the Tang era and their expectations of the role of
Buddhism in the process of their migration to and settlement in China.

First, for Sogdians, taking the Buddhist tonsure was a means to advance in
society, comparable to secular success, and allowed them to acquire higher social
status. Likewise, for some lay Sogdian Buddhists who supported temples and
priests as donors due to their financial strength, Buddhist-based economic ethics
had great influence. Furthermore, they were conscious that the links with temples
and priests and with local society that underpinned them meant the acquisition of
social trust.

In addition to the close ties with temples, above mentioned, the activities of the
Sogdians extended into imperial court. Sogdian priests built bonds with women in
the court such as empresses and princesses during the first half of the Tang era,
and with eunuchs, whose influence surpassed that of these women, in the latter half.
In other words, during both the first and the latter half of the Tang era, they
increased their Buddhist activities with big temples in the imperial capitals as their
bases of operation while cementing ties with political powers in the imperial court.
For political powers such as women and eunuchs who could not secure legitimacy
for their power in the world of Confucian values, Buddhism provided authority and
played the role of pushing them on to political stage, as can be seen in the case of
Empress Wu who captured the throne by actively using Buddhism. Based on such
characteristics of Buddhism, the Sogdians operating as priests built up links with
political powers in the imperial court as a political strategy, intending to acquire the
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