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The Background of the Acclima-
tization Theory

—The Object of the Theory at
the End of the XIX Century—
Toshiji Wada

The history of the background of
the acclimatization theory may be
divided into three stages. In the first
stage (middle of the XIX century) the
term acclimatization was coined by
French scholars, and theorizing and
researches were developed, and the
theory became an instrument of
developing France’s colonial policy in
Algeria. The second stage with which
the author deals in the present article
was the closing years of the XIX cen-
tury, when the followers of Malthus
tried to develop the acclimatization
thoery with a view to solving the
problem of surplus population in
Europe by emigration to the African
Continent. *“Yellow Peril” was cried,
when a menace to the halance of
power among the imperialist conutries
was though to be found in the pro-
gress of the Mongoloid race who are
capable lof acclimatizing themselves
easily. Those who claimed the pos-
sibility of acclimatization of the white
race became to think that the future
of the balance-of-power. principle

~depended upon the African Continent.

This was dus to the fact that world-
wide expansion of the European race
was based on the political and econo-
mic basis without taking their capa-
city for acclimatization into considera-
tion, In such circumstances was taken
up the study of the acclimatization
theory. The third stage falls on the
period after World War' I, when the
theory was discussed in connection
with the problem of the world’s capa-
city for supporting population as well
as with the food problem.
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was a failure. What was, then, the
fundamental cause of the failure?
The author finds it in antagonism
within the empire in ’71, i.e., the
antagonism between Bismarck’s policy
on the one hand and social and eco-
nomic forces associated with the
Great Germany Principle as well as
with  provincialism supported by
Catholics and others. In a word, the
Germany of that period seems to
have not yet become a really unified
nation free from provincialism. The
author is opposed to regarding Bis-
marck’s “culture struggle” as a failure
in his policy, because it was no less
than an inevitable event as the result
of changes in his policy in general
The author concludes that the great-
ness of the German statesman may
be seen rather in his strategy in
making his “culture strategy” ter-
minate in a failure in appearance.



