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and financial basis upon which the slavery was firmly established.
Such a government, however, gave rise to the severe tension between
the classes and they witnessed many colisions and civil wars since the
latter part of the fifth century. Through these turbulent ages which
gave statesmen sleepless nights the miyake was metamorphosed as well,
until with the drastic experiments of the Sogas (##F:) we enter upon
a new phase of its development. The so-called Ritsuryo (£#£4") régime
is nothing but the ages which were heralbed by such an iron hand of

the great lord.

A Study of the Dragon

by
M. Hayashi

One of the most popular patterns of animal in ancient China was the
dragon. But the studies in its origins and substance have heretofore ma-
de not a few mistakes. In such a study it goes without saying that we
have to be aware of the nearest form to the original. On the pre-Han
vessels and other remains, we find various kinds of dragon-like figures,
but how can we distinguish them from other tiger-like monsters or
from the will-o-the-wisps ? Hence the archaeological methods become
- available and I attempted at the iconographical arrangement of dragons
in order to be understandable to the significance of the ornaments on
the bronzes of the Yin-Chou era. Mentions will be made one after the
other on those remains: the stele of the Eastern Han, the mirrors with
four sacred animals of cardinal points around the beginning of the Ch-
ristian era, the mirrors from the Shou-Chou (ZHJ|) district at the begi-
nning of the Han period, the materials from the graves of Kin-ts‘un (&
#) in the latter part of the period of Warring States, the Li-yu (ZEI§)
finds toward the end of the Ts‘iun-Chin era and the objects found at
Sin-Ch'eng  ($rfil) which belong to a little earlier period. Though I
could not discuss more in detail in this brief essay, still it remains for
me to confess my contentment that I have become aware of the form
of the dragon during the Ts‘iun-Ch‘iu and those turbulent ages on the

Continent. k



