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The Fan-chén of the T‘ang Empire

by

M. Tanigawa

The specific character of the transitional period from the T ang (FF)
dynasty to the Sung (52) has been widely discussed since the celeblat-
ed essays of the late Prof. Naito, but we have still very little light
on this crucial question. Here I attempted to study the Fan-chén (¥E&R)
system in the later T“ang Empire partly to meet this need and partly
to find a clue to understand the underlying relationships of this pecu-
liar period. As is well known, the Fan-chenate was first established
during the formidable invasions of the Notherners and esepecially
through the great turmoils of the Anlushan-Shihszuming (%) Rebel-
lion which caught the decaying Empire.

How is the character of this system defined is in itself a question,
but it is pretty evident that it provided the means by which the zo-
wveanx riches defended themselves against the exploitation of the
T‘ang dynasty. On the other hand, the so-called ‘Revival of the
T‘angs’ - was nothing but the rearrangement of these parasites under
the cetralized government and in this sense it is regarded as the reac-
tionary policy of the dying Empire. That bloody legislation of the
liang-shui ([fE) taxation was enacted in such a way that the Chehshih

(Wrrg)  district was sacrificed for the first time before the financil ne-
eds of the government. After the Huang-tsiao (F5H) Rebellion there
started mutinies and peasant wars and they swept away the tyrannies

with the promising ages of the Five Dynasties before their eyes.



