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Neolithic Querns trom Korea
by
K. Arimitsu

So far as the archaeological findings are concerned, rotating handmills
have been introduced into Korea Dy the Chinese colonists during the
Han Period. Hitherto, housewives in Neolithic times of Korea had be-
en content to make their flour by non-rotating handmills, which may
be broadly divided into three main classes : the grinding could be do-
ne by (1) pounding in a mortar, (2) rubbing on a saucer-shaped que-
ern with a bun-shaped rubbing stone, and (3) rubbing on a saddle-
shaped stone with a sausage-shaped rubbing stone. But the standard
procedure, so far as archaeological excavations are concerned, was (3),
although some previous writers on Korean archaeology have miscon-
strued them as a sharpener for stone celts, while others misinterpreted
them as an anvilstone on which animal bones or fishshells were crushed.
It is interesting to notice that some of them are markedly similar to the
saddle-shaped quern in Europe. The to-and-fro movement of an upper
stone permitted both hands to be used on it and this led to the develop-
ment of the saddle quern, in which the upper stone lies athwart an
elongatad lower stone. The latter has a grinding surface which is con-
cave longitudinally, while from side to side it may be flat or else slight-
ly convex. The upper stone is typically sausage-shaped, and its grin-
ding surface convex from side to side. In Korea, non-rotating querns
have been most commonly found with neolithic pottery ‘decorated with
a comb. As this kind of pottery is considered by most archaeologists as
distinctive relics of the hunting and fishing phase, there has been a con-
troversy as to the purpose of those stones. The present writer believes
that this probably follows from the nature of dietary requirements. Fow-
ever, some have been found in association with elaborately polished
vases and huge urns which are typical of an agricultural phase.

A distributional study shows that the Korean neolithic quern is one
of the most persistent east-most traits in the Northern Periphery of
China Proper. It should be noted that a number of examples have been
reported from Inner Mongolia and Manchuria, while the saddle-querns
are not found in the neolithic sites of the Japanese Islands.

O
VAN



