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A Study of Za
by

T. Akamatsu

In the middle ages of Japan the name of za [ (gild) was often app-
lied to those manufacturers and traders who belonged to nobles and religi- -
ous establishments. But as to the origin of the word of za it is not still
decided whether it came from the word of seZ7 which means seat or from
the word of Zwmi which reveals a sort of union. Moreover as to its ob-
ject it has been a purplexed problem. One has emphasized a monopolistic
side of za, while the other stressed its freedom from feudal dues. The
question as to the earliest form of ze has recently Dbeen answered by an
urban document in the twelveth century, but as to the contemporary local
za nothing has been known from the lack of documents. The aim of this
article .is to point out the monopolistic union of those who supplied the
court with food (kugonin HEFIA) and théir enjoyment of freedom from
feudal dues. And in this connection important was this that they were
also the local gentry who formed a sort of gild in the country-side toward
the end of the eleventh centwry. As to the process of the replacement
of these gentle families by the city merchants which took place in the
twelveth century I have also said something in the following pages.
Lastly I have traced the influence of the overwhelming beaurocracy of
the ancient state in the formation of za, exemplifying the craft gild of
carpenters.

Uter die wohlhabende Bauernschaft
im deutschen Bauernkrieg

von
Y. Sehara

In diesem Aufsatze suchte ich die Motive zur Fiihrerschaft, welche sich
die wohlhabenderen Baunern im deutschen Bauernkrieg aneigneten, darzule-
gen. -Es ergab sich hierbei, dass Schultheiss, Dorfvogt und Richter, d.h.
der Vorstand der , Dorfgemeinde”, hiufig an der Spitze der Aufstinde
gestanden haben. Es handelt sich also fir die weitere Betrachtung  um
die ,Dorfgemeinde” und um ihre Rechts-, Verfassungs-und Wirtschaftsstruk-
tur. In diesem gemeinschaftlicher Verband hatte sich bereits das Buau-
ermntum aufgeldst. Auf digse Weise wurden die reicheren Bauern zu Fib-
rern der biuerlichan Bewegungen im Mittelalter.
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