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The Output of Silver in the Innai (pgpy) Silver Mine
A. Kobata

Thz output of silver of the Immai silver mine reached its summit in
a few years after its exploitation in 1607 and declined gradually in the
thirties of the century. This process-is fully described in the diaries
of Umezu Masakage (HEAEEL), a knight of the Akita-han (BKHFE).
During these thirty years many of the pits were abolished because of
the floodings and the maladministration on the part of the lord. The
management of the mine in those days was to auction off the pits among
the entrepreneurs who exploited in their turn only the rich pits, exhaus-
ting the veins of the mine. The output of the Innai is not known to
us till the end of the eighteenth century, but from the calculation of
taxation and of the lead for refinery we can estimate the output of silver
at the beginning of the mine to be as much as 20,000 kilogramms a

year.

Letters Patent in the Ming Dynasty

by
T. Saeki

In the succesive periods after the Sung dynasty the incomes {rom the
monopoly of salt played a great role in the State finance. It is no
exaggeration, therefore, to suy that the absolute monarchies characteris-
tic of the modern era of the Chinese were all based upon this source
of revenue. The monopolistic income of salt from Liang huai (Fik)
occupied a half of the total revenue, but since the latter part of the
eighteenth century it witnessed muladministrations in the salt manage-
ment. About this time, on the other hand, Western powers began to
permiate and the Chinese saw the outbreak of the Opium War. Facing
this difficult financial situation the State tried to reform the salt ad-
ministration of Liang huai and inaugurated the system of letters patent
called Piao-fa (BEp:). My aim in this article is to invéstigate the

origing of the patent and the circumstances in which it was born.
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