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Sanjo (#¢fr) : Its Origins and its Development
by

T. Hayashiva

1. An Introduction to the History of Buraku () A history
of Japan must be re-written not from the standpoint of political strug-
gle of upper classes, but from the social background of the neglected
people:«-.++ with the eyes of unemancipated people and with those of the
female. Strange to say but as is well known, even nowadays Japan
contains a number of socially unemancipated people called Buraku-min
(the people of Buraku). But how it originated and when it came to
exist we cannot exactly know. The truth is that the Buraku is the last
trace of the slavery of the ancient state of Japan. In this article I at-
temptedﬂ to analyse the structure of the so-called Sanjo as an introductory
history of Buraku.

2. The Formation of Sanjo The name of Sanjo first appears-
in the documentary sources of the tenth century. Characteristic of the
people of Sanjo was the freedom from the seigniorial rights of other lords
and the complete servitude to the direct overlord. Moreover they ren
dered no payment of rents in kind and other feudal dues.

3. The Types of Sanjo  We are informed of the three types of
Sanjo. In one of them the people rendered those services of carriage
and sweeping to the direct overlord. This type of Sanjo we can find
in the metropolitan area of the ancient state. Others are imposed the
transportation services between the lord and the bailiffs of the manors.
Still others were engaged in hunting and fishing for the lord. But we
are often aware of the mixed type of these three.

4. The Life in the Sanjo The lord appointed a direct controller
to the people of Sunjo to enforce the services. These controllers were
called Choja (B#) or Tayu (KRK) and about how these men grasped
and exploited the people of Sanjo we are told by the old tales of
Sunsho-dayu (JLifAR). In such a situation, however, the people of
Sanjo endeavoured to emancipate themselves tuking advantage of the

complex seignorial relations.

(624)



5. Sanjo as an Economical Basis of the Nobility With the de-
velopment of the knightly class the manors once held by the nobility
were often in danger of destruction and the nobility tried to retain the
estates of Sanjo as the last basis of their declining economy. It wus
that the Sanjo was not only the lust trace of ancient slavery but also
the emergence of Sanjo-min as the active traders of the age.

6. The Civil War and After During the Civil War of the Nan-
boku-cho (EFdki]) the Sanjo played a great role. The survival of
Nan-cho (FF#) over half a century was solely deﬁendent on the econo-
mic power of the Sanjo-min. But with the development of merchant
capital under the Muromachi (£28]) Shogunate they were weakened and

with it disappeared the last groundwork of the ancient state.

The Chinese Lords (Shih-hou #:4{%&) under the
Mongolian Dynasty

by
T. Inosaki

During the first purt of the thirteenth century China was in a chaotic
situation arising from the social dislocation caused By the contending
dynasties. But in 1234 the Yiian displaced the Chin Dymnasty and the
Mongolians ruled the people of China. The racial prejudice, however,
was strong among the people and the ruling class was open to many
resistances. Moreover Nan-Sung was anxious to recover territory lost in
the social turmoil in the preceding ages. In such a circumstance the
so-called shih-hou played a delicate role as an intermediary between

the Mongolian Court and the people.
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