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The Dual Organization of the Tribal System
of Ancient Japan
By
Shoei Mishina

The Amatsu-kami (R ##) and the Kunitsu-kami (Y H§), the
two different geneologies of gods of ancient Japan, were not only
the divine categories but also the principle of division of the
ancient social structure. Such a classification belongs to the type
of so-called dual organization. It prevailed in the ancient society
as a blood relation and occupied a mid-way position between the
clan and the tribe. It had many functions from the matrimonial
to the politico-military regulation. The religious rites were also
one of their functions. But the social development caused many
deviations of the categories which at last was curtailed before
the social and political forces of the succeeding generations.

Kittan Clanship and Totemism
By
Matuo Otagi

Among the Kittans there were two communal arrangements
which divided the people. Such were the Yeh-liis (JB%) and
the Shén-mis (Z%), but their origins and their meanings were
already unknown to the people at large only remaining their
slightest traces in the matrimonial customs and the religeous
rituals and pastimes of the community. '

Though not so conspicuous in the reign of Liao (i) such
customs were the remains of the old communal arrangements
which once made themselves felt as the essencial institutions of
the tribe. The two social systems which divided the tribe into
the Yeh-lii and the Shén-mi phratries are to be considered, in my
view, as the results of phratry totemism. In this article an atte-
mpt was made to explain the essential phenomenon of totemism
and I suggested in the folkloric tradition of the tribe .the origines

of the above-named phratries. In the process of my argument,
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