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The Dual Organization of the Tribal System
of Ancient Japan
By
Shoei Mishina

The Amatsu-kami (R ##) and the Kunitsu-kami (Y H§), the
two different geneologies of gods of ancient Japan, were not only
the divine categories but also the principle of division of the
ancient social structure. Such a classification belongs to the type
of so-called dual organization. It prevailed in the ancient society
as a blood relation and occupied a mid-way position between the
clan and the tribe. It had many functions from the matrimonial
to the politico-military regulation. The religious rites were also
one of their functions. But the social development caused many
deviations of the categories which at last was curtailed before
the social and political forces of the succeeding generations.

Kittan Clanship and Totemism
By
Matuo Otagi

Among the Kittans there were two communal arrangements
which divided the people. Such were the Yeh-liis (JB%) and
the Shén-mis (Z%), but their origins and their meanings were
already unknown to the people at large only remaining their
slightest traces in the matrimonial customs and the religeous
rituals and pastimes of the community. '

Though not so conspicuous in the reign of Liao (i) such
customs were the remains of the old communal arrangements
which once made themselves felt as the essencial institutions of
the tribe. The two social systems which divided the tribe into
the Yeh-lii and the Shén-mi phratries are to be considered, in my
view, as the results of phratry totemism. In this article an atte-
mpt was made to explain the essential phenomenon of totemism
and I suggested in the folkloric tradition of the tribe .the origines

of the above-named phratries. In the process of my argument,
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however, I also discussed that the totemism was the formative
power of the communal arrangement.

The Formation of the Land Community
By
Yutaka Tanaka

In the foregoing studies of the earlier stages of feudalism
(Lehenswesen), its underlying stratum, the serfdom (Grundherr-
schaft) was often treated seperately. This was why the legal and
social history formed a seperate field of study and no attempt
was made to bridge between. This essay on the history of com-
munity is a contribution to the adequate explanation of the con-
nections between them by tracing the gradual development of the
comiunity on the one hand and the social revolutions that ac-
companied it on the other hand. The explanation will be made
one after the other of the patriarchal to the land community.
Meanwhile the movement of the gentry played an important role
and it is they that made the community come into its own.

A Study of So(4%)
By
Yoshihito Ishida

In medieval Japan where the private ownership was the rule,
not exceptional as in medieval Europe the communal ownership
was confined to only such small ownerships as of woods and
rivers. The communities led by the landed gentry during the
Kamakura era was still too powerless to resist the opressions of
the sheriffs (Jito #i§%), manorial lords and other misdoings of the
routiers. Under such conditions the village communities were
compelled to take refuge in the traditional lordships of the mad-
nates. This type of community is what I mean by sosho (48]%),
but it was transformed by the civil wars of the Nanboku-cho (¥
Jr#l) and on the wastes after the turmoil there emerged another
type of community. The population grew, the communal assets
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