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European Cities in the Middle Ages

——in the connection of the feudal monarchy with the absolutism—
by
Yuji Aida

The object of this article consists in establishing a graphic formula.
The establishment of urban and rural communities is prerequisite to
the formation of the feudal monarchy, which finishes its task of cen-
tralization by grasping cities; the formation of the absolute monarchy -
is fixed by grasping cities and countries where the differentiation of
status proceeds and relation of the governing and the governed, that
of exploitation, and that of government and rivalry between cities and
minor cities or countries have been formed. What the absolutism
grasps is the upper of these, and how it grasps and what cities are
should be a great factor to explain the degree of absoluteness in the
absolutism.

An Aspect of Local Towns in the Sung (5) Dynasty

———development and history of Chén(§0)—
by
Kaoru Umehara

Most of the larger cities in China were seat of old Chou-chih (M)
and Hsien-chih (J&¥&) and rather more of political character. In the
period from the T’ang (JE) to Sung (5R) dynasty including Wu-tei
(FAL) a remarkable change took place in cities; after the Sung
dynasty, besides old political cities constructed around the Chox and
Hsien-Ch'éng (R, a good many of smaller towns called Chén
(80 or Shih (7i7) prospered by mainly commercial activities were
growing along traffic routes or within villages. It is essential to ana-
lyse the character of these smaller cities and to study their relation
to the then society which yield them, for the development of these
local, commercial towns seems to be important in later Chinese soci-
ety.
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