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Salt Merchants in the T ang & dynasty
by
Hiroo Yokoyama

Salt was monopolized in the middle of the T ang & era. At the
very biginning the salt monopoly was considered as a temporary
measure to meet the disorder after the An-Shih %% Rebellion, but
it remained through the whole era without abolition because of its
gradually growing proportion in the state finance, and then it was
succeeded and completely equipped by the dynasties after Sung 5.

This article is to trace the character of salt merchants in the period
of forming salt monopoly who acted between Yen-ch'ang #¥; and
Min-hu BEF7; the character of salt merchants was that their birth
was from great landlords or wealthy merchants who could pay Yen-
It ¥GF) to Yen-ch'ang ¥i¥5 at a time and at once they had that
of patent merchants, by the character of which their land e{bsorption
downward was considered to be executed. Besides, while they were
patent merchants in the court, it is remarkable they turned to have
a close contact with local Tsieh-tu-shih [{iJi{di, culminating in their
gradual anti -T‘ang ¥ character.

Thukydides’ Intention in Writing History
by
Yasumi Nagai

Thukydides said he wrote his ‘ Historiai’ in behalf of ‘eternal pos-
session’ not for a temporal applause. His intention has been under-
stood from various aspects to this day; in his scientific attitude to
write history, or in the relation of everlasting and constant phusis.
These interpretations, however, ever included the understanding so-
mewhat by analogy in the methods of modern historical study, which
makes clear understanding of his intention very difficult.

This article tries to understand the meaning of ‘eternal possession’
through analysis of his true intention, by revising his ‘Historiai’.
His true intention lies in enlightement of a concrete and present cor-
respondence of everlasting and constant humanness to the succeeding

(672)



