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On the word “Rus’” in “the Tale of the Raid of Igor”

by
Ryohei Kisaki

Henryk Paszkiewicz is right when, treating the problem concerning the
authenticity of “the Tale of the Raid of Igor” from a historical side, he
says that the mere linguistic analysis of a work is not a decisive proof
to answer such a question. But we cannot agree with him when he as-
serts that in the period reaching from the 10th to the 13th century the
word “Rus’” in its broad sense had only religious meaning. For, in that
period the word had not only the religious, but also perhaps the state,
political-national meaning. In spite of such a shortcoming, he is quite
right when he insists that the Tale is apocryphal because the author of
the poem endows the word with a meaning unknown in the 12th century,
to which the work is supposed to belong, and because in the Tale the
anomalies are really too numerous. Namely, in that Tale we find that
the word “Rus’” has two meanings: one is religious, the other is natio-
nal——rnot political-national, but ethnical-national. Since such uses cont-
radict one another and are anomalous, and since the ethnical-national use
is not to be found in any of the historical sources in the 12th century,
so I also am inclined to assert that the Tale was not written in that
century.

On Kotai-yoriai-minoshi ZeAE 435 1E%
——especially of the Nishitakagi families P87 AKHE —
by

Yasaburd Hioki

Documents of the Nishitakagi families P A%, owned by the Nagoya
University, still remains in course of arrangement, in a large quantity
over a truck-load.

Also the house in Kamitshizu-mura, Yoré-gun, Gifu-ken 5B 835250 |-
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